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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report provides a summary of the literature pertaining to the development of place attachment. In presenting 
an overview of the literature, the reports also focuses on the use of the concept of place attachment in the 
development of a proposed urban park setting, a key requirement of the study. In so doing, the report provides a 
list of recommendations for the use of the concept in the urban setting. The key findings and recommendations 
are summarised below. 

Key Findings  
Place attachment is created as a result of complex human emotions, values and experiences unique to the 
individual, to form an identity from which we orientate ourselves with the world. The literature has highlighted 
that place attachment can be created when people invest time or energy into a place through work or recreational 
activities. Often attachment is not evident to the person until the place of attachment is threatened. Place 
attachment: 

• can be encouraged through memberships to organisations or groups, which use natural settings, or those 
places that provide solitude and satisfactory experiences 

• is strongly influenced by childhood experiences, more so than by engaging in adult activities 
• can be affected by social factors such as the different values held by sections of the community or 

changes in technology 
• can be destroyed because of natural events, political unrest or wars.  
 
Place attachment theory can be used in: 
• developing community identity 
• encouraging healthy communities 
• engaging communities 
• encouraging and supporting community attachment and sense of ownership. 

Key Recommendations 
The following recommendations relate to urban parks, and specifically to the proposed development site within 
the Melton Shire. These recommendations are based on the information in this report, and take into account, the 
literature review and the demographic profile of the Melton Shire taken from the 2001 Census. 

Managing a high use urban park 
• Staffing—requires a skills base that needs to be strongly commercial. 
• Funding and Impacts—a high prevalence of commercially based funding from leases, rentals, 

merchandising and sponsorships with limited government support will be required. 
• Visitor and Asset Management—the key focus is on providing an entertaining and satisfying experience 

for visitors within a clean, attractive and safe environment. They tend to require high investment in 
infrastructure and operating assets to provide human comforts. 

• Marketing and Distribution—marketing has a strong consumer orientation, utilizing traditional marketing 
principles, with the aim of maximising visitor expenditure in the park. 

• Governance—these parks may be best operated as autonomous corporative entities reporting to a business 
or tourism style ministry, rather than an environmental ministry.   
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Place attachment in urban parks 
Urban parks by their location form part of the community, and therefore community attachment should extend to 
the urban park through strategic planning by managers. 

• Children: 
o Encourage children to connect with natural environments, as attachments are formed most 

strongly in childhood. 
o Develop environmental education programs for children that involve excursions to the park. 

• Influencing attachment: 
o Introduce symbols within the park design that reflect the community’s historic and cultural 

values. 
o Avoid decisions that will lead to dislocation, desegregation or displacement of members of the 

community. 
• Developing community identity: 

o Encourage community identity by the development of symbols that represent Australian 
heritage throughout the park, as a place for people to reconnect with their heritage. These may 
be an indigenous walking track, a plaque or war memorial, or an avenue of honour. 

o Conduct cultural and community events. 
o Develop interpretative facilities for historic and cultural heritage. 

• Encouraging healthy communities: 
o Make the park accessible to a range of users. 
o Encourage community to use the park by providing a range of facilities such as nature based 

sport activity circuits, walking or bike tracks, or kite flying. 
• Engaging community and encouraging a sense of ownership by providing: 

o Natural amphitheatre space or display area sponsored by local businesses and community 
groups for artworks, fetes, art/craft, painting workshops or pet days. 

o Natural facilities sponsored by businesses that will draw people to use the park for family and 
leisure activities, natural picnic spots with shade. 

o Tearooms and picnic/barbeque facilities. 
• Encouraging and supporting place attachment:  

o Facilitate the development of trust and improve relationships with community through open 
discussion and encouraging community involvement.  

o Engage those with the strongest attachments and those affected by issues in management 
processes. 

o When community participation is weak, consider global events that may assume importance at 
this time. 
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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION  

Objectives of the Study 
This report discusses the concept of place attachment and the literature that is most relevant to the management 
of parks and protected areas. Although the focus of this report is on the use of place attachment in the design of 
metropolitan parks, the literature review includes information relevant to national parks as well. In particular, the 
study relates to the Toolern Creek Park, a proposed and yet to be developed Metropolitan Park site in Melton, 
Victoria.   

Methodology 
The hypothesis to be examined is the extent to which place attachment or lack of place attachment plays an 
important role in park visitation patterns. The hypothesis raises a number of questions about how place 
attachment is created; influences on place attachment; and how management can use place attachment theory to 
develop community identity, encouraging healthy communities, engaging communities in park planning, and 
allow communities a sense of ownership in parks.  
 

To explore these questions, the study will involve three phases. The first phase will be a review of the place 
attachment literature, which is the main form of data collection. The second phase will examine the community 
demographics, so that the concept of place attachment can be viewed in context with the demographic profile of 
the region.  In the third and final stage of the project, key recommendations based on the literature review and 
the demographic profile are put forward to assist in the development and management of the new urban park.   

 
Place attachment studies that involve proposed urban development sites require a different approach to 

established urban parks. Generally, place attachment to established parks, can be examined through a 
questionnaire distributed to the community. The method can also apply in some instances to a national park that 
has a community situated close to its boundaries, such as Croajingolong National Park in south-east Victoria. 
Place attachment studies that involve proposed development sites require an approach that considers the 
attachment that people have to their community. This rationale is based on the premise that the proposed park 
will become part of the community fabric, and therefore understanding residents’ attachment to community is 
integral to the study. Strategies can then be applied in developing the site that will encourage residents to extend 
their community attachment to encompass the new urban park.   

The outcome of the study will be the identification of strategies that can be incorporated into the design and 
management of the park to encourage residents to use the new park and reconnect with the natural environment. 
Ballinger and Manning (1997) assert that by understanding attachment to places, park managers can make better 
informed decisions. While place attachment has been used extensively in national park studies, the use of the 
concept in developing urban parks is not evident, although community urban studies are well represented in the 
literature. This report presents a conceptual framework for the application of place attachment theory within an 
urban park setting.   
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Chapter 2 

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE 

The literature review into place attachment was conducted to test the hypothesis that ‘Place attachment or lack of 
place attachment may play an important role in park visitation patterns.’ Furthermore the literature was 
examined to determine:  

• how place attachment is created  
• what affects place attachment 
• how management can use place attachment theory in developing; community identity, encouraging 

healthy communities, engaging communities in park planning, and allowing communities a sense of 
ownership in parks.  

Limitations 
Existing research in place attachment covers a broad range of subject areas such as social psychology, sociology, 
environment, anthropology and human geography (Pruneau et al. 1999). In consideration of the volume of 
studies available, the review is confined to studies most relevant to park management within the context of this 
work. Therefore, omitted from this review are the psychology behind place attachment development, the health 
sciences literature, and the work relating to regional identity. However, if the reader is interested in the 
psychology of place attachment development they are referred to the work of social psychologists, Ajzen (1985; 
1991), Fishbein and Ajzen (1974a; 1974b), Low and Altman (1992), Fishbein and Middlestadt (1995), Kuller 
(2004) and others. Similarly, health science studies that explore attachment concerning diagnosis or recovery of 
psychological or physical illnesses or human development processes do not form a major part of this work. 
Examples of these are attachment in childhood development (Crittenden & Claussen 2000; Kerns & Richardson 
2005; Rolfe 2004), addiction (Farber 2000; Flores 2004), trauma (Freeman 2005; Webb 2004) and abuse (Howe 
2005; Kagan 2004). Researchers examining place attachment initially examined the health science studies as it is 
believed by some that a person’s place attachment is developed from their attachment to people (Fried 2000b). 
The third area, regional identity, which is the identification of a region, its territorial boundaries, symbolism and 
institutions (Paasi 2003), will not be addressed in detail. It is argued in this current report that place identity of 
regions has more synergy with the characteristics of destinations and tourism regions as referred to in some 
geography and tourism studies (Dredge & Jenkins 2003; Jeong & Santos 2004; Paasi 2003). The main purpose 
of this work is to examine a person’s place attachment to a park or to their community, not the characteristics or 
identity of a landscape. The report will discuss the two key dimensions of place attachment used in recreation 
research, place dependence (PD) and place identity (PI).  
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Chapter 3 

PLACE ATTACHMENT AND SENSE OF PLACE 

In examining this area of research, the terms, ‘place attachment’ and ‘sense of place’, are the most common 
expressions used in the literature. The term ‘place attachment’ is mainly used in environmental psychology, and 
‘sense of place’ in human geography (Kaltenborn & Bjerke 2002; Sharpe & Ewert 1999), although the word 
‘place, usually implies geographic space imbued with meaning through personal use’ (Kaltenborn & Bjerke 
2002, p. 383).   
 

Human geographers, Ballinger and Manning (1997) and Hay (1988; 1998) view place attachment as a sub set 
of sense of place, although social scientists and recreational researchers, like Williams and colleagues (1992), 
deem that place attachment and sense of place are interchangeable. Perceptions of these concepts are provided in 
Table 1. 

Table 1: Perceptions of sense of place 

THEORIST 
 

CONCEPT 

Hay (1988) 
Ballinger and Manning (1997) 

Human Geography 

Sense of Place 
Place Attachment 

Considers Sense of Place in a broader 
context than Place Attachment 

 
Williams, Patterson, 

Roggenbuck and Watson (1992) 
Social Science & Recreation 

 
Sense of Place/Place Attachment 

PD/PI 

Considers Sense of Place and Place 
Attachment to have similar meanings, 
and Place Dependence and Place 
Identity as dimensions of Place 
Attachment 

 
Adapted from information in Bow and Buys (2003, p. 4) and Ballinger and Manning (1997) 
 

Place attachment studies evolved from studies of sense of place, which began with the work of Tuan (1974; 
1977), Relph (1976) and Steele (1981) and generally ‘emphasize the inter-connectiveness of feelings, attitudes 
and behaviour’ (Kaltenborn & Bjerke 2002, p. 384). In his early work, Tuan (1974) considered that motivation to 
address environmental issues relied on the self understanding of human perceptions, attitudes and values, and 
that place attachment was linked to self identity. Similarly, Relph (1976) noted that place attachment can be 
profoundly affected when a landscape is changed, because people project their lives into a place. Furthermore, 
according to Steele (1981), places have shaped human history and visible surroundings will affect the 
perspective of a person’s view of the world.   
 

The early work of human geographers, Tuan (1974; 1977) and Relph (1976) put forward a comprehensive 
explanation of the importance of place attachment in the use of private, personal and public spaces. Their work 
has substantially progressed research in geography and other disciplines (Stokowski 2002). Place attachment was 
introduced to recreation by Schreyer, Jacob and White in 1981 (Wickham & Kerstetter 2000) and later to 
tourism and natural resource management. For example, recreation researchers, Kyle, Graefe, Manning and 
Bacon (2004a) studied the attachment of hikers, boaters and anglers to settings and activities. Hwang, Lee & 
Chen (2005) examined tourists attachment and involvement, while visitor attachment and the visitors’ view of 
key park issues such as grazing and hunting was examined in natural resource management by Smaldone, Harris, 
Sanyal and Lind (2005).    

Terms 
Researchers have used a number of terms within the place attachment literature to describe aspects of place 
attachment, which are referred to in Table 2. Some of these terms may be familiar to the reader or will be self-
explanatory, such as ‘community attachment’, ‘emotional linkages to places’, ‘environmental sensitivity’, 
‘valued environments’ and ‘emotional investments’. However, an explanation of terms such as ‘topophilia’, 
‘domicide’, ‘memoricide’ and others, are briefly explained, while the terms ‘place dependence’ and ‘place 
identity’, will be discussed in detail, as they are a major focus in this work.   
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Table 2: Place attachment terms 

 
Adapted from information in Pruneau et al (1999), Relph (1976), Sharpe and Ewert (1999), Blizard and Schuster (2004) and Windsor and 
McVey (2005) 
 

Tuan (1974) introduced the term, ‘topophilia’, to describe an affectionate bond between people and places, 
which he believed contributed to the formation of values. Terms used by Relph (1976) such as ‘insiderness’, 
refers to experiencing, belonging and identifying with a place, and ‘rootedness’ which refers to being settled in a 
place. Additionally, the loss of place attachment is referred to as ‘outsiderness’ which is a lack of involvement, 
disinterest or self-alienation from a place, or ‘placelessness’ which refers to a lack of recognition of special 
places, the erosion of symbols, or the severing of roots with a place (Relph 1976). Sharpe and Ewert (1999) 
identified ‘place interference’, which is a term used to describe the deliberate reversal of place attachment, and 
Blizard and Schuster (2004) use ‘displacement’, to describe moving away from a place or deciding to visit at 
another time, when place attachment is disrupted through noise or crowding.   
 

‘Place annihilation’ originally referred to the destruction of places during war (Hewitt 1983), however it now 
includes place destruction caused by administrations (Windsor & McVey 2005). The term ‘domicide’, a subset 
of place annihilation, refers to the deliberate destruction of places by agencies driven by individuals seeking 
personal gain or to achieve personal ambition (Porteous & Smith 2001). The term ‘memoricide’ refers to ‘the 
destruction of memories that people have of a place through the deliberate destruction of public and/or private 
records, photographs and documents etc’ such as in Kosovo, Yugoslavia (p. 148).  

Date Place Attachment Terms 
 

Researchers 

1952 Need for Roots (Weil 1952) 
1974 Topophilia (Tuan 1974) 
 Community Attachment (Hummon 1992; Kasarda & Janowitz 1974) 
1976 * Insiderness, * Rootedness,                         

* Outsiderness, * Placelessness 
(Relph 1976) 

1978 Emotional Linkages To Places (Hunter 1978) 
1980 Environmental Sensitivity (Tanner 1980) 
1981 Sense Of Place (Hay 1988; Steele 1981) 
 * *Place Dependence (Stokols & Shumaker 1981; Williams & Roggenbuck 

1989) 
1982 Valued Environments (Hall 1982; Lee 1982) 
1983 People-Place Relationships (Shumaker & Taylor 1983) 
 * *Place Identity (Guiliani & Feldman 1993; Proshansky, Fabian & 

Kaminoff 1983; Twigger-Ross & Uzzell 1996) 
 * Place Annihilation (Hewitt 1983) 
1986 Community Identity (Hummon 1986) 
1989 Place Attachment (Altman & Low 1992; Hildago & Hernandez 2001; 

Williams & Roggenbuck 1989) 
1990 Settlement Identity (Feldman 1990) 
1992 Emotional Investments (Hummon 1986) 
1995 Ecological Identity (Thomashow 1995) 
1999 * Place Interference (Sharpe & Ewert 1999) 
2001 * Domicide, * Memoricide (Porteous & Smith 2001) 
2004 * Displacement (Blizard & Schuster 2004) 
*    For clarity, a brief explanation of these terms follows 
** These terms will be used in the study and therefore are described in more detail in the chapter 
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Concept 
The concept of place attachment is described by Pruneau, Chouinard, Arsenault & Breau (1999, p. 27) as ‘the 
conscious relationship that people have with their community, their culture or a natural or man-made 
environment’. Attachment is the result of ‘emotional, cognitive, social, cultural and behavioural factors’ 
(Pruneau et al., p. 28) and is evident through a positive attitude towards a place, extensive knowledge of an area, 
or frequent visitation (Brown & Perkins 1992). Tuan (1974; 1977) defines place attachment as a space that has 
been given meaning through knowing the place, while Riley refers to place attachment as an ‘affectionate 
relationship between people and the landscape’ (Sharpe & Ewert 1999, p. 218). Broudehoux (2001) expands on 
the concept to explain that human values are structured from places, and forms the means of our cultural identity, 
from which to orientate ourselves with the world. Combined with lifetime experiences and inner development, 
place attachment can reflect the basis of a person’s life (Fried 2000b). Harvard biologist, Edward Wilson’s 
Biophilia Hypothesis explains attachment as a deep connection with nature that is ingrained within us (Johnson 
1994).   

Views 
Throughout human history, there have been views, theories and concepts that can influence an individual’s 
attitude and attachment to places. For instance, the Noble Savage Concept considers that ‘humans in their natural 
state see value in nature’. This view can influence how humans value nature, which finds expression through 
place attachment. For instance, a person with a place identity attachment can have a symbolic or emotional 
attachment to nature, while a dependant attachment, would indicate a reliance on nature for employment or 
lifestyle. This reliance may also lead to considering nature only as a human commodity. A summary of views 
that may influence attitude and in turn affect place attachment is set out in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Views influencing place attachment 

View, Theory or Concepts Attitude to Place Attachment 
 

1755 Noble Savage Concept  
(Rousseau 1755) 

Humans in their natural state see value in nature 
(place dependence & place identity) 

1858 Theory of Natural Selection  
(Darwin 1858) 

Nature as part of human self (place identity) &  
Nature as object (place dependence) 

1962  Social Ecology 
(Bookchin 1962) 

Humans as part of nature but possessing a second nature, a 
human nature and free will (place dependence) 

1968 Tragedy of the Commons  
(Hardin 1968) 

Humans reliant on nature  
(place dependence) 

1969 GAIA Hypothesis 
(Lovelock 1979) 

Humans as part of a self regulating organism  
(place dependence) 

1972 Deep Ecology 
(Naess 1972, 1973) 

Interconnectedness of humans and non-humans 
Human spiritual & physical wellbeing linked to wellbeing of 
planet (place identity) 

1972 Sustainability 
(Strong 1972) 

Humans reliant on nature  
(place dependence) 

1974 Ecofeminism 
(D'Eaubonne 1974) 

Interconnectedness of humans and non-humans (place 
dependence) Advocate a reconnection with nature (place 
identity) 

1975 Animal Liberation 
(Singer 1975) 

Animals have absolute rights  
Respect for humans and non-humans (place identity) 

1977 Bioregionalism 
(Berg & Dasmann 1977) 

Recognises humans as part of nature  
Must reconnect with their place in nature, for human wellbeing 
(place identity)  

1979 Eco-Socialism 
(Morris 1979) 

Humans reliant on nature  
(place dependence) 

1984 Biophilia Hypothesis  
(Wilson 1984) 

Humans evolved deeply interconnected with nature  
Aversion to nature (Biophobia) due to modern societies  
(place identity) 

1992 Ecopsychology 
(Roszak 1992) 

Nature is part of self 
Sense of place is beneficial to human wellbeing 
Separation can lead to suffering for both the environment and 
humans (place identity) 

1996 Ecotheology 
(Berry 1996) 

Humans and non humans as a single integrated community 
Mutual benefits coming from reverence for nature  
(place dependence and place identity)  

1999 Natural Capitalism  
(Hawkins, Lovins & Lovins 1999) 

Humans reliant on nature  
(place dependence) 

 
Similarly, societal factors can influence values, which can affect place attachment. Some of these factors, 

which have preceded societal changes in the 21st Century and require consideration in management practices, 
are set out in Table 4.   

Table 4: Societal factors influencing change 

Societal factors influencing change 
 

Technological 
Advances 

Economy 
Diversification 

Cultural 
Differences 

Alterations to 
Environment 

Media 
coverage of 
natural 
ecological 
processes 

Increased 
understanding of 
natural processes 
and loss of 
protected areas 

 
Adapted from information in Watson (2000) 
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These shifts are responsible for the changing values and attitudes of societies towards conservation and the 
protection of wilderness areas (Watson 2000). As urbanised societies ‘will continue into the future’ (p. 57), the 
importance of preserving natural areas has taken on new significance. It is essential for management to 
understand this shift in society’s values and attitudes, to allow them to engage community effectively in 
conservation and management. 

Approach 
Various concepts held about place attachment make it necessary to clarify the approach adopted for this study.  
A summary by Bow and Buys (2003) put forward three different concepts which are illustrated in Table 5. 
 

Table 5: Place attachment concepts 

 THEORIST 
 

CONCEPT 

 
Hay (1988) 

Human Geography 
 

 
Sense of Place 

Place Attachment 

Considers Sense of Place in a 
broader context than Place 
Attachment 

 
Bricker and Kerstetter (2000) 

Environmental Psychology 

 
Place Attachment 

Sense of Place/PD/PI 

Considers Sense of Place, 
Place Dependence and Place 
Identity to be forms of Place 
Attachment 

 
Williams, Patterson, 

Roggenbuck and Watson (1992) 
Social Science & Recreation 

 
Sense of Place/Place Attachment 

PD/PI 

Considers Sense of Place and 
Place Attachment to have 
similar meanings, with Place 
Dependence and Place Identity 
as dimensions of Place 
Attachment 

 
Adapted from information in Bow and Buys (2003, p. 4) 
 

The difference between the three concepts is the position that sense of place holds in each place attachment 
concept, which varies across the disciplines. Bow and Buys (2003, p. 4) summarise that ‘the most prominent 
concept within environmental psychology is place attachment, while human geographers promote the concept of 
sense of place which incites their interest’.  In examining the concepts, it is argued here that the work by Bow 
and Buys (2003) can be aligned with theorists, Williams, Patterson, Roggenbuck and Watson (1992), as ‘place 
attachment is conceptualised as being comprised of two components: place dependence and place identity is 
frequently used in social science outdoor recreation research’ (Sharpe & Ewert 1999, p. 218). 
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Chapter 4 

PLACE DEPENDENCE AND PLACE IDENTITY 

Introduction 
Place attachment, within the recreation literature, primarily consists of two components: a goal 
directed/functional attachment referred to as place dependence (PD), and an emotional/symbolic attachment 
referred to as place identity (PI) (Presley 2003; Sharpe & Ewert 1999; Williams et al. 1995). The role of place 
dependence and place identity within the model put forward by Williams et al (1992) is set out in Figure 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    
 

                                                Figure 1: Place Dependence & Place Identity 
 
Adapted from information in Williams et al (1992) 
 

Studies listed under the categories of place dependence and place identity often extend beyond their listed 
category to incorporate elements of the other. For instance, those that have an emotional or symbolic attachment 
may also be place dependent for occupational or recreational use. 

Predictors of place attachment 
Predictors of place attachment may include age, length of residence, perceptions of a place, symbolic meanings, 
environmental attitudes (Jorgensen & Stedman 2005), physical attributes and involvement with the destination 
(Hou, Lin & Morais 2005), level of experience, motivation and evaluation of management actions (Kyle, Graefe 
& Manning 2004a). 

Place Dependence 

Introduction 
The goal directed/functional attachment, place dependence (PD), explains the dependence on a place for a 
specific activity such as recreation or employment. In Australia, for example, farmers may be reliant on a 
national park, for cattle grazing and a dune buggy club may be reliant on a coastal park for their recreational 
activities. Most place dependence studies include two or three community groups within each study. These may 
be active recreational users, who use the park for sport related activities; passive users, who use the area for 
picnics or family gatherings; or users that rely on the resource for their livelihood such as graziers and farmers. 
These users are place dependant; however, passive users may also choose an area due to an emotional or 
symbolic link, and will be dealt with under the place identity section of this chapter. Place attachment studies can 
examine the level of dependence on the resource, as some communities may be heavily dependant while others 
are not. Furthermore, this knowledge can provide insight into attitude or behaviour towards the resource, 
management decisions, conservation activities and other matters.   

Place dependent recreational users 
Recreational users are those who use the resource for formal or informal sports activities, such as hiking, 
boating, fishing, bush-walking, rock climbing, horse riding and similar activities. This section briefly considers 
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the effect of place dependence on place attachment development through providing an opportunity to use a 
resource, and activity involvement; the role of place dependence on motivation; solitude; satisfaction; and 
interpretation; and the role of place attachment in support for the resource. 

Opportunity to use the resource 
Andrews, cited in Kaltenborn and Bjerke (2002), believes that  the degree of attachment can be influenced by 
natural landscapes, a person’s workplace, or social or recreational opportunities. When members of a community 
have the right to enter a region, an attachment is formed even prior to entering the space (Chawla 1992; Marcus 
1992; Riley 1992; Sharpe & Ewert 1999). This is evident in an Australian study of new residents to the Atherton 
Tablelands and Woodstock (Measham 2004), however a person may not be aware of their place dependence 
until an area is under threat, at which time a person’s link to a place is recognized (Pruneau et al. 1999).   

Activity involvement 
The influence of dependence on activity involvement was the subject of numerous studies (Cavin et al. 2004; 
Kyle et al. 2003; Mowen & Graefe 1999; Mowen, Graefe & Virden 1997; Proshansky, Fabian & Kaminoff 
1983). The outcome of these studies showed that activity involvement enhanced the relationship with the setting, 
which led to positive experiences for those involved.  

Solitude, motivation and satisfaction 
Daigle and colleagues examined the emotional, symbolic and functional attachment of river and lake users on the 
St Croix Waterways (Daigle, Hannon & Stacey 2001). They found that solitude was linked to high levels of 
place attachment. However, motivation to visit a place did not necessarily lead to the development of place 
attachment (Kyle, Mowen & Tarrant 2004).   
 

Satisfaction has also been the subject of various studies in regard to satisfaction and willingness to engage in 
place decisions (Stedman 2002), satisfaction and interpretation (Hwang, Lee & Chen 2005), and satisfaction and 
crowding (Wickham & Kerstetter 2000). The first two studies conclude that ‘positively influencing place 
attachment and activity involvement is an effective strategy for increasing visitor satisfaction’ (Wickham & 
Graefe 2001, p. 362). The first two studies showed that place attachment had a beneficial effect on satisfaction, 
and interpretation (Wickham & Graefe 2001), while increased attachment to community led to more positive 
feelings about crowding at community events (Wickham & Kerstetter 1999, 2000).  

Support for the resource 
Research within park and protected areas has examined active recreational users attachment to natural areas, 
such as white-water rafting (Bricker & Kerstetter 2000), rail-trail users (Moore & Graefe 1994) and hikers, 
boaters and anglers (Kyle, Graefe & Manning 2004b). Presley (2003) believes that this knowledge can be used to 
identify groups that can support and assist in planning and management. He concludes that these users are likely 
to donate time and money to assist with the management of this resource for their continued use.   
 

The degree of acceptance for management actions as well as the reasons for taking river trips was examined 
in a comparative study by Warzecha, Lime and Thompson (1999) in the Canyonlands National Park and Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial in the USA. Both the agreement levels for management actions and the reasons for 
the trips differed amongst the groups, and correlated with different levels of agreement to the statements given 
about place attachment. A study by Daigle, Hannon and Stacey (2001) showed that differing levels of agreement 
to place attachment statements had no influence when it came to impacts on the resource, which all groups in the 
study saw as important.   

Interpretation 
Visitors seek to understand and be inspired by a park, which according to Williams and Vaske (2002) are the 
reasons for most visits. By understanding the meaning that visitors bring with them to a site, Chen and 
colleagues (2001; 1999) believe that the desired outcomes of fostering stewardship and intellectual or emotional 
connections to the resource can be achieved partly through the role of interpretation of the resource. 
 

The role of place attachment in interpretation, planning, and zoning decisions is summarised by Lee (2001). 
He stated that management must re-evaluate their decision-making practices to include place meaning for 
various groups. The value of place attachment to management and interpretation is recommended in various 
studies (Chen et al. 2001) and is important to resource managers during the decision making process (Williams 
& Vaske 2002). In addition, the results of the study by Chen et al (2001) suggested that visitors exposed to the 
interpretive experience may also cultivate a stronger place attachment. However, a number of researchers have 
noted that the role of place attachment in interpreting cultural heritage requires particular consideration in 
cultural planning (Markwell, Stevenson & Rowe 2004; McCool & Moisey 2001). 
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Place dependent occupational users 
Occupational users are those reliant on the resource for their livelihood. These users may be landowners, 
business owners such as tourism operators, graziers, farmers, local and indigenous communities, and national 
park employees or volunteers. This section considers the effect of place dependence on levels of attachment, 
conflict amongst user groups and the influence of place dependence on place identity and environmental 
behaviour. 

Levels of attachment 
Natural resource managers must understand why people consider places as special in order to consider their 
concerns during the planning process (Schroeder 2004). Furthermore, Ryan (2005) found that the attachment of 
volunteers and management varied to those of other users, as did the perspective on how an area should be 
managed.   
 

A study of national forest user groups by Confer, Graefe, Absher & Thapa (1999) revealed higher levels of 
place attachment amongst those dependant on the resource. The study showed that landowners and horse users 
had a higher level of attachment than day visitors and other groups. The outcome of this study suggested that 
management give consideration to these groups during any planning processes.   
 

A strong functional attachment was also found in a study by Zwick and Solan (2001) where attachment was 
stronger amongst those involved in harvesting activities in Denmark that those not involved. These authors 
concluded that people form attachment to places through resource use. Likewise Bricker and Kerstetter (2000) in 
their study of active recreational resource users also found that those with a specialisation in an activity had a 
stronger place attachment than those less experienced. A study in Tigray, Ethopia by Beyene, Gibbon and Haile 
(2005) showed that land use can also be shaped by historical processes and cultural values. The sense of place 
and identity associated with farming in Ethopia has developed over time ‘as generations pass through the [same] 
family dwelling’ (p. 1). Beyene and colleagues have called on policy makers to pay attention to the attachment 
farmers have to their lands in matters regarding policies on land distribution and agricultural extensions.   

Conflict amongst users 
Those dependant on a resource for their activities or lifestyle are more prone to conflict amongst user groups as 
they see the activity or place as central to their wellbeing (Jacob & Schreyer 1980). Managing diversity in 
attitudes to resource management was addressed in a study by Kaltenborn and Williams (2002) in 
Femundsmarka National Park in Southern Norway. The study examined tourists and local community 
attachment to places in relation to attitudes to the resource and to management priorities. The study concluded 
that management objectives were more important to those with a higher level of place attachment, which in this 
case was the local community. Key park management issues such as grazing and hunting was the subject of a 
study in the Grand Teton National Park in the USA. The finding of this study concluded that while place 
attachment was strong amongst visitors, those negatively affected by issues portrayed a stronger emotional 
attachment than those unaffected. The study concluded that in discovering place attachment levels management 
could identify community groups for public involvement in management processes (Smaldone et al. 2005). 
Opposition to development and landscape change was evident in a study on river communities in Nebraska, 
which provided management with a meaning based framework for addressing controversial problems 
(Davenport & Anderson 2005). Trust and community involvement in decisions in natural resource management 
agencies were examined by Payton, Fulton and Anderson (2005). The study found that trust was a major issue in 
mediating civil action, and by understanding place attachment, would lead to developing trust and improve civic 
relationships.   

Influence on identity and environmental behaviour 
The influence of place dependence on place identity was examined by Pretty, Chipuer and Bramston (2003) in 
Australian rural communities, by Vaske and Kobrin (2001) on youth in natural resource work programs, 
Kaltenborn (1997) on homeowners in Norway, and Moore and Graefe (1994) on rail trail users. The study by 
Vaske and Kobrin confirmed that place dependence influenced place identity, and was strongly linked to 
environmental behaviour. However a study of traditional mountain farmers in the Hohe Tauere National Park in 
Austria showed that they did not consider themselves as protectors of the environment although this may have 
been the perception of others (Ploner 1995). Further studies reveal that people with a strong place dependence, 
also had a strong place identity and this attachment can influence environmental behaviour (Kyle et al. 2004b; 
Vaske & Kobrin 2001). Homburg and Stolberg (2006) deem that when environmental stresses threaten 
individuals, then a shift towards pro environmental behaviour is experienced. 
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Summary of place dependence 
The goal directed/functional attachment, place dependence (PD), explains the dependence on a place for a 
specific activity such as recreation or employment. Place attachment studies conclude higher levels of place 
attachment amongst those that are dependant on the resource. In addition, recreation users with a specialisation 
in an activity had a stronger place attachment than those less experienced.   
 

Furthermore, studies found that in discovering place attachment levels management could identify 
community groups for public involvement in management processes (Smaldone et al. 2005). In addition, people 
with a strong place dependence, also had a strong place identity and this attachment can influence environmental 
behaviour (Kyle et al. 2004b; Vaske & Kobrin 2001).   

Place Identity 

Introduction 
Within the context of the place attachment literature, place identity (PI) refers to the emotional/symbolic 
attachment to a place. Williams et al (1995) explains that the way a person identifies with a place is linked 
strongly with a special childhood memory, adult memory or a place of special significance such as a symbol of 
heritage. A person may have particularly happy childhood memories of holidays in a seaside town; a couple may 
have special memories of their honeymoon destination; while a historic site such as Anzac Cove in Gallipoli, 
may hold particular historic importance for many Australians. Users with an emotional or symbolic attachment 
can be passive recreation users, users of walking trails or picnic grounds, or users that have an interest in historic 
aspect, or have an emotional or symbolic attachment developed from a specific need for work or recreation 
referred to as place dependence.  

Emotional attachment 
Emotional attachment to a place, Proshansky (1978) explains is linked to a person’s unique socialisation in the 
world revealed through their place identity, which reflects their personal identity established through a complex 
web of conscious and unconscious ideas, feelings, preferences and values. Expanding on this concept, other 
social and physical characteristics of places may also be linked to a person’s place identity (Measham 2004; 
Mura 2004) which will evolve over time with life experience and inner growth (Measham 2004; Speller 2000). 
A case in point was a study that examined the effect of climate on place identity. The study concluded that a 
person’s perception of a place may be influenced by climate, and showed to be a strong influence on those with a 
high emotional attachment to their residential area (Knez 2005). There are many influences on place identity, 
and some are discussed below. This section considers place identity/emotional attachment in relation to 
environmental education, past experience, community, destination choice and the role of narrative in identifying 
emotional attachment.  

Environmental education 
A study by Blizard and Schuster (2004), examined children’s reactions after a woodland area used for creative 
play was removed from their use. Blizard and Schuster observed that the children had formed a strong emotional 
attachment to the trees, plants and animals. The bond to the natural area was evident through the sense of 
wonderment and care the children displayed towards the area, and the subsequent emotional loss they expressed 
for both the ‘loss of nature, their place and the animals that had made their homes in the trees’ (p. 60). This 
expression of loss was also an expression of the loss of the social and physical link to their place identity, that is, 
their link to their forest home and the community of children that played in the forest and participated in building 
the forest forts. The study supports environmental education in schools as suggested by Measham (2004), who 
found that the emotional attachment of place identity is strongly influenced by childhood experiences, more so 
than by engaging in adult activities such as land production or recreational activities. Additionally, Measham 
(2004) explains that environmental education in childhood can encourage learning about places and foster links 
between ourselves and the environment. 

Past experiences 
A person’s past experiences is considered an important influence in developing identity, and underlies various 
studies into the role of past experience in developing place attachment (Bricker & Kerstetter 2000; Moore & 
Graefe 1994; Williams et al. 1992). Zajonc (2001) explains that if repeated exposure to a place either through the 
written or visual media can form place attachment, ‘…then past experience should also be a powerful predictor 
of place identity’ (Backlund & Williams 2003, p. 321).   
 

Negative past experiences however, can have the reverse effect on emotional attachment as demonstrated in a 
study by Johnson (1998). The study showed that black Americans had a lower level of attachment to wilderness 
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than white Americans did. Johnson suggests that the collective memory of the groups past experience was linked 
with the negativity associated with slavery, sharecropping and lynching (Johnson 1998) which caused 
displacement and the breaking of emotional connections (Inalhan & Finch 2004). Alternatively, inattentiveness 
or disinterest in local affairs can still occur when community attachment is strong. A study by Lima and Castro 
(2005) explained that residents were more concerned with global catastrophic events than local ones as they did 
not feel threatened and believed that science was quite capable of dealing with this. Additionally, the residents 
believed that their community ‘could not be contaminated with the same problems that concerned them globally’ 
(p. 33). The exception to disinterest in local affairs were those residents individually affected by local issues, 
which is sometimes referred to as ‘not in my backyard’ (Lima & Castro 2005). 

Community 
The formation of communities is the result of common experiences and a shared context of meanings 
(Ballesteros & Ramirez 2006). ‘These contexts of meanings shape situations in which participants create values’ 
(p. 2). Furthermore, communities as well as the individual are strong reference points for the creation of 
identities, which are symbolic realities. According to Auge (cited in Ballesteros & Ramirez 2006, p. 1), ‘when 
strong collective identities are linked to life spaces, a solid sense of community is formed’ (p. 1). 
 

A study by Kim and Kaplan (2004) on community identity in an urban environment showed that residents 
had a strong sense of community identity when natural features and open spaces were present which allowed 
social interaction. Likewise social interaction was relevant in a study on residents’ place attachment to their 
homes, neighbourhood and city (Hildago & Hernandez 2001). Further studies included the level of support for 
tourism development in communities (Mc Cool & Martin 1994) and government planning of landscapes (Al-
Hathloul & Aslam Mughal 1999) the process which Russell and Harris (2001) believe can foster and result in a 
strong sense of community identity. In an effort to understand the relationship between identity and choices that 
people make in their lives, a study on the elderly in rural communities revealed that they strongly identified with 
their homes and community and because of this emotional attachment were reluctant to move in their autumn 
years (Ponzetti 2003). In contrast, Mark Halstead, in a review on Yemeni girls who have settled with their 
families in America (Sarroub 2005), commented that while struggling with two cultures, the girls must come to 
terms with an identity constructed mainly from the influence of males, family members and community leaders. 

 
Williams (2002) believes that globalisation has removed the traditional place based community identity 

which he refers to as Politics of Place. He explains that Politics of Place is when leisure activities are used to 
‘affirm connections to places which in turn can create and structure social differences between locals and 
outsiders and assert power and authority over place’ (p. 352). This will have implications in a global context as 
communities compete for claims on places.   

Displacement 
Displacement is a term used to describe a way of coping with disruptions to attachment. To illustrate this, an 
individual may cope by moving to another location or by visiting a site on a different day to avoid noise or 
crowding (Blizard & Schuster 2004). Desegregating communities can dislocate personal or community identity 
(Dixon & Durrheim 2004) and likewise shifts in social and community attachments can also result in displacing 
communities (Fried 2000a). A study by Windsor and McVey (2005) on the displacement of indigenous 
communities in Canada through dam construction in the 1950s resulted in displacement and a loss of place 
identity, through the forcible removal of the community from their lands. According to Snyder, Williams & 
Peterson (2003, p. 109) in regard to indigenous communities, ‘to move a culture is tantamount to destroying it’, 
this is because so much ‘is woven into special patterns and localized meanings’. Displacement and loss of 
identity for indigenous cultures is the result of how modern societies interpret human relationships with nature 
(Snyder 2003). Modern societies use valuation methods based on legal and economic criteria, ‘while in a 
subsistence culture, meaning and relevance of much of the culture’s knowledge and practices are specific to 
geographic places, for example, the knowledge of the particular location and timing of  harvestable plants and 
game’ (p. 110). 
 

The displacement of cultures is also evident in a study by Possick (2004) on evicted Jewish settlers. The 
study showed the trauma of separation and an ideological place attachment amongst those affected. Similarly, a 
study on immigrants by Van Ecke (2005) supported these results. The complexity of attachment, place identity 
and displacement accentuated through the Kashmiri Hindu migrants who settled in New Delhi is worth noting. 
Displacement occurred through increased military activity and an unstable political climate, and many migrants 
still cling to the hope of one day returning to their homeland (Duschinski 2004).  
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Destination choice 
As place identity refers to the emotional or symbolic attachment to a place, repeat visitation can play a 
significant role in strengthening this attachment (Altman & Low 1992; Belk 1992). Additionally, an emotional, 
symbolic or functional attachment also serves to shape activities and preferences for specific settings (Backlund 
& Williams 2003), for when we are exposed to a place, we can develop a preference for that setting (Zajonc 
2001).   
 

Alegre and Juaneda (2006) assert that the reason for repeat visitation is due in part to developing an 
emotional attachment to the destination. Similarly, Marles and colleagues (2001; 2003) discovered that a link 
existed between place identity and repeat tourist visitation, and that emotional bonds are strengthened through 
repeat visits to a place. Another study of visitors to Myrtle Beach and Charleston in the USA by Lee, Backman 
& Backman (1997) supported the view that place attachment can help to explain repeat visitation. The two 
destinations offered a different experience; one offered an historic resource while the other offered a family 
facility. Both experiences strengthened emotional attachments to places while the latter also strengthened 
attachment within the family unit. However, attachments that children form to places may vary with gender and 
age. For instance, Min and Lee (2006) established that children in the 10–12 age group preferred city fringe 
settings, sports facilities and vacant areas, while children in the 7–10 age group preferred play grounds and green 
spaces. However, common to all children was the preference for natural settings, private and secret places and 
rest areas, uninterrupted by adult interference. In regard to urban environments, Min and Lee (2006) believe that 
if a child is exposed to the safe, comfortable built playground environment, they accept this setting as special to 
them for their psychological and social play needs. 
 

Understanding the significance and meaning of the destination to the visitor is important to managers, if they 
are to meet the needs of the user (Lee 2001). Hailu, Boxall and McFarlane (2005) found that place attachment 
‘formed through previous trips to a destination can also influence recreational demand and travel costs’ (p. 581). 
Hailu and colleagues integrated place attachment into a recreational demand and travel cost model. They 
hypothesised that ‘as place attachment develops, visits to a site increase, as recreationists perceive fewer sites as 
adequate substitutes’ (Hailu, Boxall & McFarlane 2005, p. 583). By examining the link between place 
attachment and recreational habits, they were able to ascertain potential costs associated with such trips, 
therefore having ‘the potential to affect the estimate of per trip consumer surplus’ (p. 595). 
 

Williams et al (1992) in a study of visitors to four wilderness sites, highlighted differences between 
attachment to a wilderness setting and attachment to a place for other recreational use such as a holiday. The 
study identified an alliance between wilderness and lifestyle choice, such as membership to an organisation or 
group, while attachment of other users related to lower socio-economic status. However a study by Harris and 
Orams (1990), of regional parks in Auckland, New Zealand found that a lower economic status was more a 
characteristic of non park users (Griffin, Wearing & Archer 2004).   

Narrative 
The travel experience is particularly valuable for people in transitional stages of their lives, a theme explored by 
White and White (2004) in a study of visitors to the Australian Outback. The study concluded that self-identity 
can be revitalised, or changed through the travel experience, and is relayed through postcards, photos or talk 
about travel. A study by McCabe and Stokoe (2004, p. 602), explained the role of narrative as an expression of 
place identity ‘… when tourists relay their experiences of a place their talk about the place becomes their talk 
about their identity’. Place attachment can be expressed as a visual narrative such as a postcard (Pritchard & 
Morgan 2003), or in the tourists description of a place (McCabe & Stokoe 2004). Similarly Johnstone (1990) 
explains that the sense of self identity is rooted in narrative, as stories about places can create meaningful 
attachments. Trauer and Ryan (2005, p. 483) conclude that ‘narrative serves to structure a person’s sense of self 
and place while also influencing interactions with others on a personal as well as a community level’.  

Symbolic attachment 
Symbolic attachment to a place is assigned by ‘individuals, groups and societies, and is not necessarily related to 
the physical attributes of a place’ (Williams et al. 1992, p. 33). Moreover, the recreational experience, according 
to Tuan (1977) can be either a ‘direct experience of the senses’ or it can be experienced through 
‘cognitive/symbolic processes’ (in Williams et al. 1992, p. 33).   
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Most community studies are in urban or rural settings, and within these communities are symbols that 
contribute to self-identity and a distinctive community identity. Place identity studies generally support the view 
that a person’s identity is closely linked to their community identity (Dixon & Durrheim 2004; Fried 2000a; 
Hildago & Hernandez 2001). A study by Hull, Lam and Virgo (1994) on community icons exposed a connection 
to the past through symbols which represented social groups that the residents belonged to or identified with, or 
were reminders of personal accompaniments and concerns which evoked feelings and emotions.   
 

This section considers place identity/symbolic attachment to national parks, historic and cultural sites, 
cultures and spirituality, all of which contain symbolic meaning to particular individuals or communities. 

National parks as symbols  
National parks are considered national symbols which can ‘evoke memories of experiences, developed through 
cultural and social meanings attached to the place’ (Griffin, Wearing & Archer 2004, p. 265). Recognition of the 
cultural and psychological benefits of a quiet untouched setting as found in national parks has been well 
recognised in the research (Mace, Bell & Loomis 2004). It is important to note that ethnic groups may not relate 
to the park as a national symbol but are more likely to use urban parks or national parks that are close to their 
community as a social space, as they are large enough to accommodate family gatherings (Griffin, Wearing & 
Archer 2004, p. 274). Moreover, those who have never been exposed to national parks, are unlikely to visit 
‘because they do not have the cultural attachment and traditionally will follow their own cultural habits’ (p. 267). 
However, if park managers are aware of these cultural differences, they can develop strategies that will 
encourage new users, such as gatherings or events that will attract specific community groups. This will support 
the development of community identity and social meaning for the users. Social value has become an important 
feature of community identity and maintaining broad community support for national parks is important if 
environmental, economic, socio-cultural, physiological or psychological benefits are to be realised (Griffin, 
Wearing & Archer 2004). Using a site for family gatherings can result in attachment through the process of 
identifying with the site for social or cultural activities.  

Historic or cultural sites 
Symbolic attachment was examined in a study on visitors to the Historic Lincoln, Vietnam and Korean War 
Veteran Memorials in America (Chen, Wang & Larsen 1999), the study showed that the connection to the past 
was deep and profound for most visitors. Visitors ‘reconnected with the principles and values of the sites, 
reflected and reconnected with the past and honoured those that had passed before them’ (p. 343). People who 
visit historic or cultural sites according to Svensson (1998), were reconnecting with their separation from culture 
and nature through the tourist experience, and by understanding the tourists relationship to the resource, 
managers may be in a better position to stimulate and foster stewardship. 
 

Fredrickson (2001) examined symbolic attachment through studying visitors’ knowledge of the cultural and 
natural history of the region they were visiting. The importance of this study showed that those who considered 
this knowledge important had a stronger place attachment, which in turn had a favourable influence on their 
environmental ethic. A further study of Taiwanese cultural tourists found that ‘the meaning and the formation of 
place attachment may differ depending on the background of the tourist’ (Hou, Lin & Morais 2005, p. 221). Hou 
and colleagues found that those tourists with the same cultural background as the host community expressed 
identity with the community, while those from non-ethnic backgrounds expressed a dependence on the resource 
to define their place attachment. These authors also found that destination attractiveness and involvement were 
linked to the formation of place attachment and the formation of cultural identity (Hou, Lin & Morais 2005).  

Cultures 
People’s symbolic attachment to environments is studied extensively in Finland by Tauhinu & Pietka (2004), 
where the lakes and waterways form part of everyday life and hold iconic meaning in the Finnish Culture.  
Similarly, ‘island communities often have the sea as a major active force in their mythic history, while American 
Indians may emphasise a relationship between earth and sky’ (Steele 1981, p. 6). Similarly, symbolic attachment 
and community identity reflected the heritage of mining towns in Spain. Furthermore, features such as 
‘geographical, social and economic isolation’ are common to many mining communities worldwide (Ballesteros 
& Ramirez 2006, p. 3). ‘Strong nostalgic feelings and the desire to preserve cultural heritage’ (Cunningham 
2004, p. 505) were considered most important in a community study in the Ogasawara Islands. Consisting of 
thirty islands, Ogasawara was declared a National Park in 1994, and the community retains strong cultural links 
to activities in the islands during the Second World War.   
 

The symbolic attachment of cultures can be an emotional experience and ‘create intense and heated views 
and lead to conflict amongst groups’ (Presley 2003, p. 27). Symbolic attachment and conflict amongst user 
groups is evident in a case study of Devils Tower Monument in the USA. The American Indians, who held a 
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deep symbolic attachment to the monument as a sacred site, were in conflict with the rock climbing community 
who were place dependant on the site for rock climbing (Dustin et al. 2002). Avoidance of this issue in the future 
requires an understanding of the meaning attached to places by user groups.  
 

The symbolic attachment of cultures has implication for communities displaced by natural events or unrest. 
A consideration of cultures and establishing community attachment was examined in the resettling of immigrants 
(Mazumdar et al. 2000; Ng 1998). These authors found that re-establishing the social and ritual activities of the 
migrant groups, helped them to settle in the community. Low (in Griffin, Wearing & Archer 2004, p. 265) 
explains that these activities bring cultural meaning and worth to a new community as ‘a symbolic relationship 
exists between people and places’. 

Spirituality 
Spiritual attachment in ancient philosophies and eastern religions began with the worship of nature spirits (Wall 
1994). This attachment is evident in contemporary society in those with a great compassion for animals, as 
displayed by the Buddhist community (Wall 1994), and activists such as animal liberationists. In comparison the 
Judeo-Christian traditional religions taught the domination of nature, through which Mebratu (1998) believes the 
attachment to the natural world was compromised. Ecotheology seeks to address this by calling for reverence for 
nature and the continuity between humans and non humans as a single integrated community (Berry 1996).   
 

Spiritual attachment is evident in a study of the community of Nazareth, which consisted of Christian and 
Muslim-Arab residents. The purpose of the study was to establish the attitudes of the community towards 
heritage tourism development. Uriely, Israeli & Reichel (2003) found that the Christian minority were more 
likely than the Muslim majority to support the development as it would promote their beliefs and culture. The 
authors also suggested that the culture that was not promoted (Muslim-Arab) should be allowed to develop their 
own sites and benefit from promoting the region as a heritage tourism site through tax incentives and other 
initiatives. 
 

The effect of wilderness attachment to spirituality has been examined by researchers (Brayley & Fox 1998; 
Driver et al. 1996; Stringer & McAvoy 1992). A summary by Heintzman (2003) concludes that people who visit 
wilderness places ‘alone and participate in nature orientated experiences are more likely to experience spiritual 
benefits’. Likewise, some places have a spiritual resonance for particular groups such as the rapport that 
Buddhists have to the Himalayas (Frumkin 2003), which is likened to a retreat experience at a monastery 
(Ouellette, Kaplan & Kaplan 2005), or the spiritual attachment of indigenous communities to their ancestral 
land. This capacity of humans to reconnect with the earth is also an anticipated outcome of James Lovelock’s 
GAIA hypothesis. A study by Kidd (2002) examines the impact of laws that took away traditional land rights of 
the Australian Aboriginal people and subsequently lead to severing their spiritual attachment, which was closely 
linked to the landscape. Kidd states that from the perspective of the aboriginal community, without traditional 
lands, the ancestral spirit totems that reside in the landscape, as well as the personal and community identity of 
these people has disappeared. Similar to the American Indians, the indigenous communities linger with nowhere 
to direct their spirituality and community identity.   
 

Frumkin (2003) found that the attachment that people have with places can have either a positive or negative 
impact on a person’s wellbeing, and he concluded that health should be synonymous with place. Additionally 
religious rituals have a positive effect on place attachment (Mazumdar & Mazumdar 1993, 2004), while the 
rituals of indigenous cultures also have a positive effect in their reconnection with the earth through songs, 
chants and prayers (Dunbar 2000). 

Health 
The spiritual and restorative aspect of the nature experience, which may include adventure and health therapies, 
has been the subject of examination in the area of eco-psychology. Eco-psychology considers that sense of place 
in nature is beneficial to human wellbeing (Devereux 1996) and when humans are separated it can lead to 
suffering for both the environment and humans (Seed 1994). Bioregionalism (Metzner 1999) and deep ecology 
(Taylor & Zimmerman 2005) also recognise that the relationship of humans and environment have mutually 
restorative benefits.  
 

The restorative benefits of holidays have been reported in the tourism literature by Gilbert and Abdullah 
(2004) and Mura (2004), while the restorative benefits of natural settings have also been examined (Hartig, 
Kaiser & Bowler 2001; Korpela & Hartig 1996; Korpela et al. 2001). The first two studies examined the 
restorative qualities of favourite places though the authors noted that the physiological benefits of travel had not 
been adequately explored in the tourism literature. The study by Hartig et al. (2001) considered that people who 
believe the restorative aspects of nature are important also behave more responsibly towards natural 
environments.   
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Summary of Place Identity 
Within the context of the place attachment literature, place identity (PI) refers to the emotional/symbolic 
attachment to a place. A person’s past experiences is considered an important influence in developing identity, 
and underlies various studies into the role of past experience in developing place attachment (Bricker & 
Kerstetter 2000; Moore & Graefe 1994; Williams et al. 1992). Furthermore environmental education in schools 
is supported by Measham (2004), who found that place identity is strongly influenced by childhood experiences, 
more so than by engaging in adult activities such as land production or recreational activities. A study by Kim 
and Kaplan (2004) on community identity showed that residents had a strong sense of community identity when 
natural features and open spaces were present which allowed social interaction. Williams (2002) believes that 
globalisation has removed the traditional place based community identity which also can occur through 
integrated communities (Dixon & Durrheim 2004).  
 

As place identity refers to the emotional or symbolic attachment to a place, repeat visitation can play a 
significant role in strengthening this attachment (Altman & Low 1992; Belk 1992). A study by McCabe and 
Stokoe (2004, p. 602) explained the role of narrative as an expression of place identity ‘… when tourists relay 
their experiences of a place their talk about the place becomes their talk about their identity’. Symbolic 
attachment to a place is assigned by ‘individuals, groups and societies, and is not necessarily related to the 
physical attributes of a place’ (Williams et al. 1992, p. 33). Within communities are symbols that contribute to 
self-identity and a distinctive community identity. Place identity studies generally support the view that a 
person’s identity is closely linked to their community identity (Dixon & Durrheim 2004; Fried 2000a; Hildago & 
Hernandez 2001).   



THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 

 17

Chapter 5 

PLACE ATTACHMENT AND PARK MANAGEMENT 

Place attachment research within parks and protected areas is important due to the resources contained within 
these areas, which represent important attachments for a range of users. Understanding the attachment to places 
allows park managers to make informed decisions (Ballinger & Manning 1997). Within national parks, place 
attachment is significant as the designation of regions acts to protect as well as identify significant historic, 
cultural and natural resources, which can form part of a community’s regional identity and character (Atkisson 
1989).   
 

Implementing place attachment into park management strategies was explained by Presley (2003) and 
Smaldone, Harris, Sanyal and Lind (2005) to have many benefits for managers and communities some of which 
are listed in Table 6.  
 

Table 6: Using place attachment in management 
PLACE ATTACHMENT & PARK MANAGEMENT 

 
Outcomes Strategies                                                  Uses 

To identify user groups  Volunteers, donors, board members, fee supporters  
Planning and management involvement 
Empowering communities 

To identify the diversity of place 
attachment 

Assist with conflict resolution 
Accommodate diversity 
Inform staff 
Educate communities 

Inform Park 
Management  

Planning landscapes Planners consider ecological, emotional, symbolic and 
cultural meanings in allocating management zones and 
resource use 
Inventory of place meanings 

Community 
Benefit 

Build knowledge and respect for 
places  

Foster environmentally responsible behaviour 
Enhance respect for community diversity 

 
 Adapted from information in Presley (2003) and Smaldone, Harris, Sanyal and Lind (2005)  
 

For instance, place attachment studies of park user groups, can inform management about a communities 
attachment and purpose for using the park. This understanding will allow resource managers to identify groups 
most suited for involvement in planning, management and volunteerism. Understanding place attachment will 
also allow planners to understand the meaning of parks to the users and consider this during planning. The 
ability to build knowledge and respect for protected areas, as well as responsible behaviour can be enhanced by a 
deeper understanding of the community and the attachment and value users place on the park or protected area. 
 

The use of place attachment in management will become more evident as the reader progresses through this 
chapter; however four key aspects particularly relevant to protected area management are conservation, 
stewardship, landscapes and land management, which are presented below. 

Conservation 
Those that show concern for natural resource conservation recognise the attachment of people to the 
environment, as detailed in the previous chapter. Encouraging action that will benefit and protect natural settings 
has its beginnings in deep ecology and bioregionalism concepts (Pruneau et al. 1999). Understanding these 
underlying views is important as they may significantly influence a person’s place attachment. Deep ecology 
considers the interconnectedness of human with the natural world (Zimmerman 1998), while bioregionalism  
describes finding a sense of place in nature (Thayer 2003, p. xiv). Research areas that reflect a bioregionalism, 
deep ecology influence include environmental education (Sobel 1996; Tanner 1980), social psychology (Low, 
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Altman & (eds) 1992; Proshansky, Fabian & Kaminoff 1983) and cultural geography (Hay 1988) (Pruneau et al. 
1999). Additionally, social ecology recognises that people should be involved in environmental solutions 
(Bookchin 2004), while eco-feminists propose that place attachment has been disrupted through hierarchy 
causing a disconnection with nature which they believe has lead to the environmental crisis (Atkisson 1989).  

Stewardship 
While place attachment can encourage conservation stewardship, it can also explain conflict, therefore 
understanding community views has become a significant aspect of park management (Ballinger & Manning 
1997; Kaltenborn & Williams 2002). Furthermore, Kalternborn and Williams (2002) confirmed that an 
individual’s attachment influences their views towards environment and the value they place on natural resource 
management. Likewise when place attachment is supported and encouraged by management, stewardship and 
sensitivity to management initiatives is also enhanced (Greene 1996).   

Landscapes 
Most of the place attachment literature refers to attachment to places as a complex process of beliefs, attitudes 
and emotions, which can inform an individual’s view of the world. However studies by Stedman (2003) and 
Parsons and Daniel (2002) expanded on this to examine the importance of the physical features of a landscape 
and their contribution to place attachment. Both studies concluded that physical features did matter in 
constructing meaning to places, and Stedman noted that if the physical features changed then the meanings that 
people attach to a place might also change. Parsons and Daniels also noted that an appreciation of the landscape 
could lead to sustainable practices. Other landscape studies such as Kaltenborn and Bjerke (2002) confirmed the 
link between residents land preferences and place attachment in Roros, a town in a World Heritage area in 
Southern Norway. While Waterton (2005) explored the diverse cultural meaning of landscapes in a study in 
England, which led to questioning ‘why landscape is underplayed in legislation and policy development 
although it provides a vital ordnance of cultural meaning in relation to identity,  belonging and sense of place’  
(p. 309). 

Activism and Involvement 
When place attachment is strong within an individual, group or community, then activism and community 
involvement is probable (Pruneau et al. 1999). Similarly, Belk (1992) believes that a prerequisite to positive 
action is a fondness or attachment to a place. In contrast, an earlier study by Lewicka and also by Perking and 
Long (in Lewicka 2005) showed that place attachment had a ‘negative correlation to civic activity’ (p. 382) and 
to pro environmental behaviour (Bonaiuto et al. 2002). The study by Bonaiuto and colleagues ‘supported the 
motivation to preserve the status quo in places of residence’ (Lewicka 2005, p. 382). According to Lewicka 
(2005), a strong predictor of community activity is a persons social (neighbour ties) and cultural status (cultural 
capital). However, the author considers that neighbourhood ties and cultural capital are variables of place 
attachment. Neighbourhood ties relate to the place dependant variable, while cultural capital related to place 
identity either emotional or symbolic. 

Land Management 
Ways to incorporate place attachment into public land management was explored by Mitchell, Force, Carroll and 
McLaughlan (1993) and Smaldone et al (2005). While Williams and Stewart (1998) Williams & Patterson 
(1999) Galliano and Loeffler (1995) and others examined the application of place attachment to ecosystem 
management (Eisenhauer, Krannich & Blahna 2000; Schroeder 2004). Place attachment ‘can be the source of 
heightened levels of concern about management practices’ and therefore deserve consideration in ecosystem 
management (Eisenhauer, Krannich & Blahna 2000, p. 421). The value of places and how these are integrated 
into management decisions, in deciding boundaries and how places are interpreted are also matters for 
consideration (Stokowski 2002).   

Conclusion 
An important aspect of the human-environment relationship is place attachment, the connection that people have 
with places. This chapter has looked at a selection of the place attachment literature and its purpose and use in 
park management. Omitted from the review are the psychology behind place attachment development, and the 
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health sciences literature. The author has aligned this work with the concept put forward by Williams, Patterson, 
Roggenbuck and Watson (1992), who use the two dimensions of place attachment, place dependence and place 
identity. 
 

Place attachment reflects the basis of a person’s life, through a complex process of beliefs, attitudes and 
emotions, which inform an individual’s view of the world. When place attachment is strong, then activism and 
community involvement is probable. Changes to landscape can affect place attachment, because people project 
their lives into a place. Place interference, refers to a deliberate reversal of place attachment, while displacement 
describes moving away from a place when a person’s place attachment is disrupted. Place attachment is an 
important concept in addressing planning issues for tourism, local culture and heritage to avoid conflict between 
local communities and visitors. Place attachment studies have been used to inform public land management, 
ecosystem management and interpretation.  

Place dependence 
Place dependence explains the dependence on a place for a specific activity such as employment, sport or 
recreation. Through place dependence studies management can identify community groups suitable for public 
involvement in conservation and management processes. The outcomes of current studies suggest that those that 
are dependant on the resource have higher level of place attachment than others do. Place attachment shapes 
activities and preferences for specific settings for sport and recreation users. People with a strong place 
dependence, also have a strong place identity and this attachment can influence their environmental behaviour.  

Place identity 
Place identity refers to the emotional or symbolic attachment to a place. Understanding this attachment allows 
park managers to make informed decisions that consider a communities attachment to avoid conflicts. Studies 
have shown that a persons past experience is considered an important influence on their place identity. Repeated 
exposure to a place either through written or visual media can encourage place attachment. Repeat visitation can 
play a significant role in strengthening place attachment, while motivation to visit a place does not necessarily 
lead to the development of place attachment. A person’s identity is closely linked to their community identity 
and shifts in social and community attachments can also result in displacing communities and likewise 
desegregating communities can dislocate personal or community identity. 
 

A review of the literature has shown that place attachment can inform management and influence views 
about conservation. The role of place attachment in the management of parks is summarised as a process of re-
evaluating decision making practices to include place meaning for various groups in interpretation, planning, and 
zoning decisions. The value of places and how these are integrated into management decisions, in regard to who 
decides boundaries and how places are interpreted are also matters for consideration, as well as trust and 
community involvement in decisions in natural resource management agencies. 

Testing the hypothesis 
The literature review has shown that the hypothesis that ‘Place attachment or lack of place attachment may play 
an important role in park visitation patterns’ is accurate. Furthermore the literature has determined how place 
attachment is created, what affects place attachment and how management can use place attachment theory in 
developing: community identity, encouraging healthy communities, engaging communities in park planning, and 
allowing communities a sense of ownership. These questions will be addressed and answers determined in 
chapter three, through an outline of the pertinent literature and suggested recommendations. However 
understanding the demographics of the community is equally important for place attachment theory to be applied 
effectively. 
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Chapter 6 

PLACE ATTACHMENT AND THE URBAN PARK 

Introduction 
Applying place attachment theory to urban parks requires a different approach to its application in national 
parks.  Urban parks are often developed and set within communities. These parks become part of the urban 
landscape and are closely linked to a community’s collective identity. They are a reminder that nature exists, 
they encourage people to engage with natural environments and promote community and environmental 
wellbeing. National parks on the other hand are areas of wilderness put aside to preserve unique habitat and 
important geological formations of the region. Although people can visit national parks, the parks are not 
developed within communities. Community use of an urban park can assist people to reconnect with nature.  
Once the attachment is formed, the literature suggests that if the experience is positive, it may encourage visits to 
explore a national park. 
 

When place attachment is formed to urban parks, it becomes an extension of a community attachment, which 
the literature has shown may reflect a person’s personal identity. The proposed site in Melton has not been 
developed and therefore place attachment cannot be measured toward the park. However, park managers can 
gauge the community attachment by considering some predictors of place attachment such as age, ancestry, 
lifestyle and other factors. Once these aspects are understood, the urban park through careful planning can be 
designed to extend the community attachment to the proposed site.     

Melton Shire Profile 
The Victorian Government as part of its Melbourne 2030 vision has put fifteen billion towards developing 
Melton Shire to include an area called Toolern. The focus for the project will make Toolern a major growth 
centre and a state of the art city, which will encompass the latest green technologies in urban design, as well as 
home to 100 000 people in the next two decades. 
 

Melton Shire is situated west of Melbourne and consists of fifteen municipalities:  
• Melton 
• Melton South (Brookfield) 
• Melton East  
• Melton West  
• Melton Township 
• Burnside 
• Caroline Springs  
• Diggers Rest  
• Hillside 
• Taylors Hill 
• Kurunjang  
• Eastern Rural 
• Northern Rural 
• Southern Rural  
• Rockbank   
 
This semi rural municipality is located thirty-five minutes from Melbourne and is the western gateway to the 

townships of Ballarat and Daylesford. The urban rural lifestyle the shire offers also caters for many traditional 
sport activities as well as bike riding, pony and hunt clubs, skateboarding, hockey and water sports such as 
water-skiing. The municipality is also well known for its equestrian facilities and is known as ‘The Heart of 
Thoroughbred Country’ (Shire of Melton 2006). 
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Population and ancestry 
Based on the 2001 population census, the current population of the Melton Shire is 51 685, of which 73.69% 
were born in Australia, with the majority of those born outside Australia coming from north-east and south-east 
Europe. The top ten countries of origin for those born overseas are: 

• United Kingdom 5.07% 
• Malta 2.11% 
• Philippines 1.24% 
• New Zealand 1.02% 
• Italy 1.02% 
• Germany 0.69%  
• Macedonia FYROM 0.64% 
• Croatia 0.62% 
• India 0.49% 
• Poland 0.44%  

 
There are 6.9% of the population who are not fluent in English (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001). 

Age 
The Melton Shire is a relatively young population, and the medium ago of residents is thirty years old. The 
population is made up of 82.06% of people fewer than fifty years. That is 64.4% of people are between 18 and 
64 yrs; mature adults between 64 and 84 yrs make up 4.5% and those over 85 yrs make up 0.4% of the 
population. There are 26.4% of the population currently attending school and tertiary institutions, with 22.56% 
between the ages of 5 and 17 years. This group is the second largest age group in the shire, behind the 35 to 49 
year olds age group which accounts for 23.63% of the population (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001). 

Family 
Couples with children make up 48.1% of families, with the mean household size of 3.1 persons. Couples without 
children make up 20.9% of families, while 13.4% are single parent families and 13.3% represent people who live 
alone. 80.6% of families are purchasing or have brought properties, while 91.15% of families’ own cars, with 
62.03% owning two or more. The majority of the workforce use their car to commute to work (Australian 
Bureau of Statistics 2001). 

Employment and income 
The majority of the workforce (92.6%) is employed in a range of industries, the largest being manufacturing 
18.51% and retail trade 16.47%, property and business services 9.40%, construction 7.77%, transport and storage 
7.53% health and community services 7.18%, and wholesale trade 6.07%. Due to the rural location, agriculture 
and equine industries are also well placed to contribute to the local economy. Occupations that make up the 
largest percentage of the workforce are intermediate clerical, sales and services 19.20%, tradespersons and 
related 14.96%, intermediate production and transport 12.97%, elementary, clerical, sales, service 11.16%, 
professionals 10.66%, associate professionals 10.31%, labourers and related 8.90%, managers and administrators 
5.58% and 2.57% not stated. 
 

A large proportion of the workforce (61.8%) live and work within the shire and 40.3% of the workforce earn 
between $300 and $999 a week while 40.4% earn above $1000 a week (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2001).  

Conclusion 
The demographics of a region, which in this study are used as predictors of place attachment, can be used to 
provide an overlay to the place attachment literature. Considered in this context, markers of community 
attachment will emerge to provide a perspective in which to develop the new urban park. The literature has 
highlighted that place attachment can be formed through use. The new park design must anticipate the potential 
use of the Melton community. The community consists of young families, both with and without children, as 
well as single people. The majority of the population are under fifty years old, employed, born in Australia, own 
or are buying their home, and own at least one car which they use to commute to work. The profile has shown 
that many people live and work in the shire, which would suggest that their place attachment is one of 
identifying with the region for work, lifestyle, sport and recreational activities. This attachment is referred to as 
place dependence.   
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Chapter 7 

KEY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Introduction 
There are various forms of place attachment, which are expressed in different ways. This study on place 
attachment and urban parks considers the hypothesis that ‘Place attachment or lack of place attachment may play 
an important role in park visitation patterns’. This statement raises a number of questions about how place 
attachment is created; influences on place attachment; how management can use place attachment theory in 
developing community identity, encouraging healthy communities and engaging communities in park planning 
and a sense of ownership. The authors have drawn on the place attachment literature discussed in chapter one 
and the demographics of the Melton Shire discussed in chapter two to inform the key findings and 
recommendations for this study. The literature relevant to each question is summarised under the key findings, 
and recommendations discussed at the end of this chapter. 

Key Findings 

Creating place attachment 
Referring to the literature set out in chapter one, place attachment is created as a result of complex human 
emotions, values and experiences unique to the individual, to form an identity from which we orientate ourselves 
with the world. Combined with lifetime experiences and inner development, it can reflect the basis of a person’s 
life (Fried 2000b). Edward Wilson’s explains attachment as a deep connection with nature that is ingrained 
within us (Johnson 1994).   
 

The literature has highlighted that place attachment can be created when people invest time or energy into a 
place through work or recreational activities. Similarly, place attachment is formed when emotional energy is 
invested in a place through special memories or because the place holds some symbolic significance to the 
individual. Place attachment can also be formed through an appreciation of land or seascapes and just by 
knowing that a person has the right to enter a place. Often attachment is not evident to the person until the place 
of attachment is threatened. People become attached to places through involvement in activities in a setting while 
those with expertise in an activity are considered to form stronger attachments. Place attachment can be 
encouraged through memberships to organisations or groups which use natural settings, or those places that 
provide solitude and satisfactory experiences. When people are exposed to a place through the media, or they can 
relate the place to similar past experiences then attachment is likely. Equally, repeat visitation also encourages 
place attachment. 
 

People can express their place attachment through videotapes, photos and postcards. Similarly, a person can 
create a meaningful attachment through talking about a place to friends and family. Because people project their 
emotions and feelings into places, these verbal expressions are actually talking about their own identity. Some 
predictors of place attachment may include the age of a person, the length of residence, the perception of a place, 
symbolic meanings associated with a place and environmental attitudes (Jorgensen & Stedman 2005). In 
addition, the physical attributes of a place, involvement with the destination (Hou, Lin & Morais 2005), the level 
of experience in activities, motivation and the evaluation of management actions (Kyle, Graefe & Manning 
2004a) may also indicate place attachment.   
 

Attachment is strongly influenced by childhood experiences, more so than by engaging in adult activities.  
Measham (2004) explains that environmental education in childhood can encourage learning about places and 
foster links between ourselves and the environment. The research discussed in the literature review has shown 
that childhood attachments will vary with age and gender, but common to all children is the preference for 
natural settings that can provide rest areas and private and secret places away from adult interference. Children 
can become attached to comfortable and safe built playground environments that satisfy their psychological and 
social play needs.   
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Influences on place attachment  
Place attachment can be affected by social factors such as the different values held by sections of the community 
or changes in technology. Changes to a landscape may also affect place attachment because people lives are 
often interlinked with a place. Therefore changing physical surroundings may affect a person perspective on how 
they view their world. Other disruptions to place attachment include moving away from a place or deciding to 
visit a location for leisure activities at another time to avoid noise or crowding. 
 

Place attachment can be destroyed because of natural events, political unrest or wars. Similarly, place 
attachment can be ruined through decisions made by administrators, who are driven by ambition and personal 
gain. Shattering the memories that people have of a place through the deliberate destruction of public or private 
records, photographs and documents will also destroy place attachment. 
 

As discussed in the literature chapter, negative past experiences can result in breaking emotional bonds to 
places for whole communities. Desegregation, displacement or forcible removal of communities can also result 
in loss of place attachment and the destruction of the community.   

Use of place attachment theory 

Developing community identity 
Community identity is developed through an emotional attachment to a place, as well as through the social and 
physical attributes of a place, such as the climate, landscape or the plants and animals that inhabit the place. 
Common experiences and a shared context of meanings also shape situations, which create values, which 
become strong reference points through which a community can identify themselves. These reference points 
therefore become the symbols of that community. According to Auge (cited in Ballesteros & Ramırez 2006, p. 
1), ‘when strong collective identities are linked to life spaces, a solid sense of community is formed’ (p. 1). 
Community identity is enhanced when open spaces and natural features that allow social interaction are present. 

Encouraging healthy communities 
The restorative benefits of quiet untouched settings are well recognised in the literature as a means to promote 
physical and psychological health in communities. The health professions use adventure and health therapies in 
natural settings to restore psychological well being, while also recognising that the relationship of humans and 
environment have mutually restorative benefits (Taylor & Zimmerman 2005).  
 

The land is important to all humans for both its restorative benefits as well as for the soul connection of 
peace and tranquillity that it provides to many individuals. Heintzman (2003) states that people who visit 
wilderness places ‘alone and participate in nature orientated experiences are more likely to experience spiritual 
benefits’. The spiritual attachment that indigenous communities have to their ancestral land has its parallel in the 
capacity of humans to reconnect with the earth, which is the anticipated outcome of James Lovelock’s GAIA 
hypothesis. Additionally religious rituals have a positive effect on place attachment (Mazumdar & Mazumdar 
1993, 2004), while the rituals of indigenous cultures also have a positive effect on their reconnection with the 
earth through songs, chants and prayers (Dunbar 2000). Frumkin (2003) found that the attachment people have 
with places can have either a positive or negative impact on a person’s wellbeing, and he concluded that health 
should be synonymous with place.   

Engaging communities 
Understanding who the users are and what they value in the park is a prerequisite to engaging the community for 
public involvement in management processes (Smaldone et al. 2005). For instance, active users are likely to 
donate time and money to assist with the management of a resource for their continued use, and those negatively 
affected by issues will portray a stronger emotional attachment than those unaffected. Trust can be a major issue 
in community engagement and by understanding the type and levels of attachment, trust can be developed and 
civic relationships improved. Disinterest in local affairs does not always indicate a lack of place attachment. 
Research has shown that residents can be more concerned with global catastrophic events than local ones, with 
the exception of those residents individually affected by local issues, which is sometimes referred to as ‘not in 
my backyard’ (Lima & Castro 2005).   

Encouraging and supporting community attachment and sense of ownership 
Understanding the different forms of place attachments held within the community is important if place 
attachments in communities is to be encouraged and supported, and for communities to feel a sense of 
ownership. For instance, management and volunteer attachments will vary to those of other users, as well as 
views on how an area should be managed. Sense of ownership is achieved when residents feel welcome to enter 
the space, while both visitors and residents alike seek to understand and be inspired by a park. When people are 
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dependant on the park for their activities, or have a specialisation in an activity, higher levels of place attachment 
are found. How an area is used is shaped by historical and cultural values of the participants and can lead to 
forming an historic or cultural attachment. The place attachment associated with historical and cultural values at 
a site need special consideration during planning, as well as place meanings for other groups.  
 

Many ethnic groups have not been exposed to parks within their cultures and therefore are more likely to use 
parks as social spaces, such as for family gatherings (Griffin, Wearing & Archer 2004, p. 274). Using a site for 
family gatherings can result in attachment development by identifying with the site for social or cultural 
activities. Understanding these cultural differences, may allow managers to develop strategies that will 
encourage new users, and support the development of community identity and social meanings for the users.  
Social value has become an important feature of community identity and maintaining broad community support 
for parks is important if environmental, economic, socio-cultural, physiological or psychological benefits are to 
be realised (Griffin, Wearing & Archer 2004). The interpretive experience may cultivate a stronger place 
attachment, while interpreting cultural heritage requires particular consideration in cultural planning (Markwell, 
Stevenson & Rowe 2004; McCool & Moisey 2001). 

Recommendations 
The recommendations relate to urban parks, and specifically to the proposed development site within the Melton 
Shire. These recommendations are based on the information in this report, and take into account, the literature 
review and the demographic profile of the Melton Shire taken from the 2001 Census. The shires demographic 
profile relevant to this study portrays a young community, mostly made up of couples with children, between 5 
and 17 years. Most people either own or are buying their homes and work in the shire. The majority of the 
community were born in Australia; however there is also a small immigrant population. 
 

Extending the community identity to encompass the new urban park requires an understanding of the 
community and the social, cultural and historic bonds that people associate with their homes, their community 
and work and recreational places. Cultural differences will affect these attachments, and understanding this will 
allow for planning that will encourage a reconnection with natural areas by all groups within the community.  
 

Recommendations are presented in two sections, the first relates to the management of the urban park which 
draws on the work of Inglis, Whitelaw and Pearlman (2005), and the latter to place attachment. The 
recommendations are intended to assist in the design and management of the park. Additionally, a park that will 
support and encourage community attachment and encourage strong community identity will lead to a healthy 
engaged community that will have a sense of ownership of the park.   

Managing a high use urban park 
Recommendations for managing a high use urban park are set out in a park management model by Inglis, 
Whitelaw and Pearlman (2005). Their integrated research draws on the classification system adopted by the 
United Nations. The model has visitor servicing and environmental value forming the two axes. A matrix is 
divided into four quadrants in which parks are placed, which establishes the management framework for each 
park. The quadrants that represent each prototype park are described as high use urban parks, low use urban 
parks, high use protected areas and low use protected areas. An explanation of high use urban parks is included 
in this report; however for further details on the other park categories, the reader is referred to the work of Inglis, 
Whitelaw and Pearlman, whose model is illustrated in Figure 2. 
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The proposed site in Melton is located in the high use urban park quadrant. High use urban parks have a 
strong emphasis on servicing visitors and less emphasis on ecological integrity. Examples in Victoria include 
Jells Park and Albert Park. Characteristics of this prototype park which includes staffing, funding and impacts, 
visitor and asset management, marketing and distribution and governance have been summarised by Inglis, 
Whitelaw and Pearlman and is included in this report as follows: 
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Figure 2: Prototype parks 

Staffing 
High use urban parks—the skills base needs to be strongly commercial. Staff requires a range of business skills 
with a particularly strong understanding of customer service and marketing principles. Staffing levels will 
increase in peak periods or in relation to major events, when there will be a need to employ temporary contract 
staff.   

Funding and impacts 
High use urban parks—a high prevalence of commercially based funding from leases, rentals, merchandising 
and sponsorships with limited government support. There will be a mix of strategic expenditure programs on 
visitor infrastructure and tactical expenditure programs on maintenance and upkeep. The economic benefits to 
the local area will generally be low in yield as these parks typically attract local audiences. However, in some 
cases there may be the opportunity to generate significant economic impacts through events by attracting a 
greater non-local audience (e.g. the Formula One Grand Prix at Albert Park). As these are high use parks, social 
impacts will be large, whether they are the positive benefits of social interaction experiencing large-scale events, 
or the negative impacts of crowding and the broader impacts on local communities.  

Visitor and asset management 
High use urban parks—the key focus is on providing an entertaining and satisfying experience for visitors within 
a clean, attractive and safe environment. They tend to require high investment in infrastructure and operating 
assets to provide human comforts. Similar to staffing, the level of the service offer will vary between peak and 
off-peak periods. Temporary infrastructure will also be required (e.g. portaloos, marquees) to ensure human 
comfort levels are maintained and risk is appropriately managed. Often this may involve a cooperative 
arrangement with one or more commercial partners.  
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Marketing and distribution 
High use urban parks—marketing has a strong consumer orientation, utilising traditional marketing principles, 
with the aim of maximising visitor expenditure in the park. Marketing activity is generally highly visible in the 
form of brochures and web-based distribution, informing potential visitors of products, activities and events that 
have the potential to generate revenue. 

Governance 
High use urban parks—these parks may be best operated as autonomous corporative entities reporting to a 
business or tourism style ministry, rather than an environmental ministry. We note the use of the term ‘parastatal 
model’, and whilst there is still some uncertainty in properly defining and conceptualising this term, the use of 
semi-professional independent boards with a commercial charter appears to be a consistent style of governance 
for these types of parks. In the case of high use urban parks of a commercial nature, the parastatal form provides 
for greater financial independence and devolved decision making.  

Place attachment in urban parks 
Urban parks by their location form part of the community, and therefore community attachment should extend to 
the urban park through thoughtful planning by managers. Community attachments are a dependant attachment, 
as communities use their region for work and lifestyle choices. By encouraging people to use urban parks, 
attachments can be formed which also create a bond with nature and a predisposition to visit national parks.   

Children 
• Encourage children to connect with natural environments as attachments are formed most strongly in 

childhood. 
• Support children to use the park, by providing safe, private and secret places away from adult 

interference, for them to engage with nature and thereby meet their psychological and social needs. 
• Develop environmental education programs for children that involve excursions to the park. 
• Have nature based activities and entertainment in the park that will attract children. 
• Consider endangered species breeding programs located within the park boundaries. 

Influencing attachment 
• Introduce symbols within the park design that reflect the community’s historic and cultural values. 
• Avoid decisions that will lead to dislocation, desegregation or displacement of members of the 

community. 
• Avoid decisions that will drastically alter the landscape. 
• Avoid decisions that destroy symbols of attachment such as papers, photos or documents representing 

memories of an historic past. 

Developing community identity 
• Encourage community identity by the development of symbols that represent Australian heritage 

throughout the park, thereby establishing it as a place for people to reconnect with their heritage. These 
may be an indigenous walking track, a plaque or war memorial, or an avenue of honour. 

• Conduct cultural and community events. 
• Develop interpretative facilities for historic and cultural heritage. 

Encouraging healthy communities 
• Make the park accessible to a range of users. 
• Encourage the community to use the park by providing a range of facilities such as walking tracks and 

nature based sport activity circuits, walking or bike tracks or kite flying. 
• Engage marketing to reflect accessibility and use.  
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Engaging community and encouraging a sense of ownership 
• Utilise natural amphitheatre space or display area sponsored by local businesses and community groups 

for artworks, fetes, art/craft, painting workshops or pet days. 
• Natural facilities sponsored by businesses will attract people to use the park for family and leisure 

activities. 
• Create tearooms and picnic/barbeque facilities. 
• Use the media to promote events and encourage participation. 
• Involve industry in sponsorship or management of commercial projects. 
• Involve conservation and friends groups to participate in non commercial projects. 

Encouraging and supporting place attachment 
• Conduct ongoing research to understand community place attachment (those dependant on the resource 

and those that have emotional or symbolic attachments). 
• Facilitate the development of trust and improve relationships with community through open discussion 

and encouraging community involvement.  
• Engage those with the strongest attachments and those affected by issues in management processes. 
• When community participation is weak, consider global events that may assume importance at this time. 
• Give consideration to those with high levels of attachment or specialisation in an activity during any 

planning processes.  
• Encourage involvement by volunteers and community to be involved in aspects of managing the park. 

Conclusion 
This research has drawn together key themes from the place attachment literature that is most relevant to the 
design and management of an urban park. The hypothesis that place attachment or lack of place attachment may 
play an important role in park visitation patterns has been tested and proved to be probable. The questions raised 
by the hypothesis have also been addressed—how place attachment is created; influences on place attachment; 
how management can use place attachment theory to develop community identity, encouraging healthy 
communities, engaging communities in park planning, and allowing communities a sense of ownership in parks.  
 

Place attachment studies conclude higher levels of place attachment amongst those that are dependant on the 
resource. Furthermore, studies found that in discovering place attachment levels management could identify 
community groups for public involvement in management processes (Smaldone et al. 2005). In addition, people 
with a strong place dependence; also had a strong place identity and this attachment can influence environmental 
behaviour (Kyle et al. 2004b; Vaske & Kobrin 2001). As place identity refers to the emotional or symbolic 
attachment to a place, repeat visitation can play a significant role in strengthening this attachment (Altman & 
Low 1992; Belk 1992). Additionally, attachments that children form to places may vary with gender and age.   
 

Understanding the attachment to places allows park managers to make informed decisions (Ballinger & 
Manning 1997). When place attachment is strong within an individual, group or community, then activism and 
community involvement is probable (Pruneau et al. 1999). Changes to landscape can affect place attachment, 
while displacement describes moving away from a place when a person’s place attachment is disrupted. Place 
attachment studies have been used to inform public land management, ecosystem management and 
interpretation; and also shape activities and preferences for specific settings for sport and recreation users.  
 

Applying place attachment theory to urban parks requires a different approach to its application in national 
parks. When place attachment is formed to an urban park, it becomes an extension of a community attachment.  
However, park managers can gauge the community attachment by considering some predictors of place 
attachment such as age, ancestry, lifestyle and other factors. Place attachment can be created when people invest 
time or energy into a place through work or recreational activities. Similarly, place attachment is formed when 
emotional energy is invested in a place through special memories or because the place holds some symbolic 
significance to the individual. The Shire of Melton population have invested time and energy into their 
community through employment, home and lifestyle choices. The challenge for managers is to create 
environments that will extend the strong attachment the residents have to their community to include the new 
proposed urban park and that will support the community in developing emotional, symbolic or dependant 
attachments to the park and to natural areas. 
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Chapter 8 

SUMMARY 

Place attachment in urban parks, national parks and proposed sites require differing approaches to measuring 
place attachment. Most established urban parks are set within communities, and therefore become an extension 
of the fabric of the community. The attachment that people have to their community will extend to facilities, 
which includes the urban park. While urban parks can be assessed through a place attachment instrument, a 
proposed site, which is an undeveloped park, cannot be assessed in this manner as place attachment has not been 
formed. However, it is possible to assess community attachment, by examining the predictors of place 
attachment, such as demographic indicators, then using these indicators to develop a park that will extend 
attachments in the community to the park. Urban parks can encourage the development of place attachment 
through constant use, which may have a flow on effect to national parks. Design and planning is important to 
encourage residents to use the park, and for the park to take on emotional or symbolic significance in the minds 
of the community.   
 

On the other hand, place attachment to national parks can be examined through an established place 
attachment instrument. National parks are traditionally located outside and away from communities, and require 
people to make a conscious choice to visit. The literature has shown that visitors to national parks have most 
likely experienced natural settings before and seek them out for the benefits they can offer. Thus, place 
attachment can be measured in established urban parks and national parks with a traditional place attachment 
instrument. Alternatively, a proposed site required that the place attachment predictors, the literature and the 
demographic profile be examined to enable strategies that will support and encourage the community attachment 
to extend to the park. 
 

Place attachment is formed most strongly during childhood; however attachments are also formed when 
people invest time and energy into a place. Managers can encourage attachment by understanding the 
community and developing strategies that will support the community to reconnect with nature and that will 
extend the community attachment to the park.  



THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 

 29

REFERENCES 

Ajzen, I 1985, 'From Intentions to Actions: A Theory of Planned Behavior', in J Kuhl & J Beckmann (eds), Action-
control: from cognition to behavior, Springer, Heidelberg, Germany. 

---- 1991, 'The Theory of Planned Behavior', Organisational behaviour and human decision processes, vol. 50, 
179–211. 

Al-Hathloul, S & Aslam Mughal, M 1999, 'Creating identity in new communities: case studies from Saudi Arabia', 
Landscape and Urban Planning, vol. 44, no. 4, 1999/9/1 pp. 199–218. 

Alegre, J & Juaneda, C 2006, 'Destination Loyalty, Consumer's Economic Behavior', Annals of Tourism Research, 
vol. 33, no. 3, pp. 684–706. 

Altman, I & Low, SM (eds) 1992, Place Attachment. Human Behaviour and Environment: Advances in Theory and 
Research, vol. 12, Plenum Press, New York. 

Atkisson, A 1989, 'Introduction to Deep Ecology: An Interview with Michael Zimmerman', In Context, no. 
Summer, p. 24. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2001, Census, Australian Government. 
Backlund, EA & Williams, DR 2003, 'A Quantitative Synthesis of Place Attachment Research: Investigating Past 

Experience and Place Attachment', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium; Bolton 
Landing, NY. 

Ballesteros, ER & Ramirez, MH 2006, 'Identity and community, Reflections on the development of mining heritage 
tourism in Southern Spain', Tourism Management, vol. in press. 

Ballinger, NL & Manning, R 1997, 'Sense of Place: Mount Desert Island Residents and Acadia National Park', 
paper presented to North-Eastern Recreational Research, Bolton Landing, N.Y. 

Belk, RW 1992, 'Attachment to Possessions', in I Altman & SM Low (eds), Place Attachment, Plenum Press, New 
York, pp. 37–62. 

Berg, P & Dasmann, R 1977, 'Reinhabiting California', The Ecologist. 
Berry, T 1996, 'Ethics and Ecology', paper presented to Harvard Seminar on Environmental Values, Harvard 

University, 9 April. 
Beyene, A, Gibbon, D & Haile, M 2005, 'Heterogeneity in land resources and diversity in farming practices in 

Tigray, Ethiopia', Agricultural Systems, vol. In Press, Corrected Proof. 
Blizard, C & Schuster, R 2004, 'They all cared about the forest: Elementary school children's experiences of the 

loss of the wooded play space at a private school in upstate New York', paper presented to Proceedings of the 
2004 North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, N.Y. 

Bonaiuto, M, Carrus, G, Martorella, H & Bonnes, M 2002, 'Local identity processes and environmental attitudes in 
land use changes: The case of natural protected areas.' Journal of Economic Psychology, vol. 23, no. 5, 
2002/10// p. 631. 

Bookchin, M 1962, Our Synthetic Environment, Harper and Row, London. 
---- 2004, What is Social Ecology? viewed 21 July 2004,  
<http://www.social-ecology.org/article.php?story=20031118113538865&mode=print>. 
Bow, V & Buys, L 2003, 'Sense of Community and Place Attachment: The natural environment plays a vital role in 

developing a sense of community', paper presented to Social Change in the 21st Century Conference, Centre 
for Social Change Research, Queensland University of Technology, 21 November. 

Brayley, RE & Fox, KM 1998, 'Introspection and spirituality in the backcountry recreational experience', paper 
presented to Abstracts from the 1998 Symposium on Leisure Research, Ashburn VA. 

Bricker, KS & Kerstetter, DL 2000, 'Level of specialization and place attachment: an exploratory study of white 
water recreationists', Leisure Sciences, vol. 22, no. 4,pp. 233–57. 

Broudehoux, AM 2001, 'Image Making, City Marketing and the Aesthetization of social inequality in Rio de 
Janairo.' in N AlSayyad (ed.), Consuming Tradition, Manufacturing Heritage. Global Norms and Urban 
Forms in the Age of Tourism, Routledge, London/New York. 

Brown, B & Perkins, DD 1992, 'Disruptions in Place Attachment', in I Altman & SM Low (eds), Place Attachment, 
Plenum Press, New York, pp. 279–304. 

http://www.social-ecology.org/article.php?story=20031118113538865&mode=print>�


THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 
 

 30 

Cavin, JK, Cavin, DA, Kyle, G & Absher, JD 2004, 'Examining the structure of the leisure involvement/place 
bonding relationship in three summer National Forest camping areas.' paper presented to Proceedings of the 
2004 North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, N.Y. 

Chawla, L 1992, 'Childhood Place Attachment', in I Altman & SM Low (eds), Place Attachment., Plenum Press, 
New York, p. 314. 

Chen, W-LJ, Pierskalla, CL, Goldman, TL & Larsen, DL 2001, 'Visitor Meanings of Place: Using computer content 
analysis to examine visitor meaning at three national capitol sites.' paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation 
Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, and N.Y. 

Chen, W-LJ, Wang, TL & Larsen, DL 1999, 'Exploring visitor meaning of place and enriching interpreter 
knowledge of the audience in the national capitol parks', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research 
Symposium, Bolton Landing N.Y. 

Confer, JJJ, Graefe, AR, Absher, JD & Thapa, B 1999, 'Differences in Place Attachment among Allegheny 
National Forest Users', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, 
New York. 

Crittenden, PM & Claussen, AH 2000, The organization of attachment relationships: maturation, culture, and 
context, Cambridge University Press, New York. 

Cunningham, P 2004, 'Social valuing for Ogasawara as a place and space among ethnic host', Tourism 
Management, vol. 27, no. 3, pp. 505–16. 

D'Eaubonne, F 1974, Le Feminisme ou la Mort, Pierre Horay, Paris. 
Daigle, JJ, Hannon, J & Stacey, C 2001, 'Factors influencing experience quality: comparing user groups and place 

attachment at the St. Croix international waterway', paper presented to Seventh World Wilderness Congress 
Symposium: Science and stewardship to protect and sustain wilderness values. Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 

Darwin, CR 1858, 'The Origin of Species', paper presented to Linnean Society of London, UK. 
Davenport, MA & Anderson, DH 2005, 'Getting From Sense of Place to Place-Based Management: An Interpretive 

Investigation of Place Meanings and Perceptions of Landscape Change.' Society & Natural Resources, vol. 18, 
no. 7, 2005/08// pp. 625–41. 

Devereux, P 1996, 'Re-Visioning the Earth: A Guide to Opening the Healing Channels Between Mind and Nature', 
Publishers Weekly, vol. 246, no. 37, p. 80. 

Dixon, J & Durrheim, K 2004, 'Dislocating identity: Desegregation and the transformation of place', Journal of 
Environmental Psychology, vol. 24, no. 4, 2004/12 pp. 455–73. 

Dredge, D & Jenkins, J 2003, Destination place identity and regional tourism policy., 4, Routledge, Ltd., 2003/11//, 
14616688, Article, <http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=11839110>. 

Driver, BL, Dustin, DL, Baltic, T, Elsner, G & Peterson, G 1996, Nature and the Human Spirit: Towards an 
expanded land management ethic, Venture, State College, PA. 

Dunbar, D 2000, Physics, Gaia, and Ch'i., 4, Heldref Publications, 2000///Spring, 02756935, Article. 
Duschinski, H 2004, 'Inconstant homelands: Violence, storytelling, and community politics among Kashmiri Hindu 

migrants in New Delhi, India', Thesis, Harvard University. 
Dustin, DL, Schneider, IE, McAvoy, LH & Frakt, AN 2002, 'Cross-Cultural Claims on Devils Tower National 

Monument: A Case Study.' Leisure Sciences, vol. 24, no. 1, 2002/01//Jan-Mar2002 pp. 79–88. 
Eisenhauer, BW, Krannich, RS & Blahna, DJ 2000, 'Attachment to Special Places on Public Lands: An Analysis of 

Activities, reason for Attachments, and Community Connections', Society and Natural Resources, vol. 13, no. 
5,1 July 2000 pp. 421–41. 

Farber, SK 2000, When the body is the target: self-harm, pain, and traumatic attachments, Jason Aronson, 
Northvale, N.J. 

Feldman, RM 1990, 'Settlement identity: psychological bonds with home places in a mobile society', Environment 
and Behavior, vol. 22, pp. 183–229. 

Fishbein, M & Ajzen, I 1974a, Belief, Attitude, Intention, Behaviour, Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley. 
---- 1974b, Theory of Planned Behavior/Reasoned Action, University Twente, viewed 5 January 2005, 

<http://www.tcw.utwente.nl/theorieenoverzicht/Theory%20clusters/Health%20Communication/theory_planne
d_behavior.doc/>. 

http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=11839110>�
http://www.tcw.utwente.nl/theorieenoverzicht/Theory clusters/Health Communication/theory_planned_behavior.doc/>�
http://www.tcw.utwente.nl/theorieenoverzicht/Theory clusters/Health Communication/theory_planned_behavior.doc/>�


THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 

 31

Fishbein, M & Middlestadt, S 1995, 'Non-Cognitive Effects on Attitude Formation and Change: Fact or Artifact?' 
Journal of Consumer Psychology, vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 181–202. 

Flores, PJ 2004, Addiction as an attachment disorder, Jason Aronson, Lanham. 
Fredrickson, L 2001, 'The Importance of Visitors' Knowledge of the Cultural and Natural History of the 

Adirondacks in Influencing Sense of Place in the High Peaks Region', paper presented to North-Eastern 
Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, N.Y. 

Freeman, SJ 2005, Grief and loss: understanding the journey, Brooks/Cole, Australia. 
Fried, M 2000a, 'Continuities and Discontinuities of Place', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 20, no. 3, 

2000/9 pp. 193–205. 
---- 2000b, Psychological Aspects of Identity, International Association of People Environment Studies IAPS 16 

Conference Proceedings on CD-Rom 4–7 July, viewed 29 July 2005, <http://iaps.scix.net/cgi-
bin/works/Show?1202bm541>. 

Frumkin, H 2003, 'Healthy Places: Exploring the evidence', American Journal of Public Health, vol. 93, no. 9, p. 
1451. 

Galliano, SJ & Loeffler, GM 1995, Place Assessment: How people define ecosystems, USDA Forest Service, Walla 
Walla WA. 

Gilbert, D & Abdullah, J 2004, 'Holiday Taking and Sense of Wellbeing', Annals of Tourism Research, vol. 31, no. 
1, 2004/1 pp. 103–21. 

Greene, T 1996, 'Cognition and the Management of Place', in B Driver, D Distin, T Baltic, G Elsner & G Peterson 
(eds), Nature and the Human Spirit: Towards an Expanded Land Management Ethic, Venture Publishing, 
State College: PA, pp. 301–10. 

Griffin, T, Wearing, S & Archer, D 2004, 'Valuing our National Parks: Understanding the perspectives of 
infrequent park users from different socio-economic and cultural groups', paper presented to 14th International 
Research Conference of the Council for Australian University Tourism and Hospitality Education, Brisbane, 
Australia. 

Guiliani, MV & Feldman, R 1993, 'Place Attachment in a Developmental and Cultural Context', Journal of 
Environmental Psychology, vol. 13, pp. 267–74. 

Hailu, G, Boxall, PC & McFarlane, BL 2005, 'The influence of place attachment on recreation demand', Journal of 
Economic Psychology, vol. 26, no. 4,2005/8 pp. 581–98. 

Hall, DR 1982, 'Valued Environments and the Planning Process: community consciousness and the urban structure', 
in G J.R & J Burgess (eds), Valued Environments, George Allen and Unwin, London. 

Hardin, G 1968, 'The Tragedy of the Commons', Science, vol. 162, pp. 1243–8. 
Harris, CM & Orams, MB 1990, 'Summer Visitors to Auckland's Regional Parks: Characteristics, Motivations, 

Information Sources and Activities', New Zealand Geographer, vol. 42, no. 2,pp. 60–74. 
Hartig, T, Kaiser, FG & Bowler, PA 2001, 'Psychological restoration in nature as a positive motivation for 

ecological behavior', Environment and Behavior, vol. 33, no. 4, p. 590. 
Hawkins, P, Lovins, A & Lovins, H 1999, Natural Capitalism: The Next Industrial Revolution, Earthscan 

Publications, London. 
Hay, R 1988, 'Towards a Theory of Sense of Place', Trumpeter, Journal of Ecopsychology, vol. 5, no. 4, pp. 159–

64. 
---- 1998, 'Sense of Place in Developmental Context', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 18, no. 1, 1998/3 

pp. 5–29. 
Heintzman, P 2003, 'The Wilderness Experience and Spirituality', Journal of Physical Education, Recreation and 

Dance, vol. 74, no. 6, p. 27. 
Hewitt, K 1983, 'Place Annihilation: area bombing and the fate of urban places', Annals of the Association of 

American Geographers, vol. 73, pp. 257–84. 
Hildago, MC & Hernandez, B 2001, 'Place Attachment: Conceptual and Empirical Questions', Journal of 

Environmental Psychology, vol. 21, no. 3, 2001/9 pp. 273–81. 
Homburg, A & Stolberg, A 2006, 'Explaining pro-environmental behavior with a cognitive theory of stress', 

Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 26, no. 1,pp. 1–14. 

http://iaps.scix.net/cgi-bin/works/Show?1202bm541>�
http://iaps.scix.net/cgi-bin/works/Show?1202bm541>�


THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 
 

 32 

Hou, J-S, Lin, C-H & Morais, DB 2005, 'Antecedents of Attachment to a Cultural Tourism Destination: The Case 
of Hakka and Non-Hakka Taiwanese Visitors to Pei-Pu, Taiwan', Journal of Travel Research, vol. 44, no. 2, 
November 1, 2005 pp. 221–33. 

Howe, D 2005, Child abuse and neglect: attachment, development, and intervention, Palgrave Macmillan, New 
York. 

Hull, I, R. Bruce, Lam, M & Vigo, G 1994, 'Place identity: symbols of self in the urban fabric', Landscape and 
Urban Planning, vol. 28, no. 2–3,1994/4 pp. 109–20. 

Hummon, DM 1986, 'City Mouse, Country Mouse: the persistence of community identity', Qualitative Sociology, 
vol. 9, pp. 3–25. 

---- 1992, Community Attachment, local sentiment and sense of place In I. Altman S.M Low (eds) Place Attachment, 
Plenum Press N.Y., New York. 

Hunter, A 1978, 'Persistance of local sentiments in mass society.' in D Street (ed.), Handbook of Contemporary 
Urban Life, Jossey-Bass, San Francisco, C.A., p. 741. 

Hwang, S-N, Lee, C & Chen, H-J 2005, 'The relationship among tourists' involvement, place attachment and 
interpretation satisfaction in Taiwan's national parks', Tourism Management, vol. 26, no. 2,2005/4 pp. 143–56. 

Inalhan, G & Finch, E 2004, 'Place attachment and sense of belonging.' Facilities, vol. 22, no. 5/6, 2004/05/01/ pp. 
120–8. 

Inglis, J, Whitelaw, P & Pearlman, M 2005, Best Practice in Strategic Park Management: Towards an Integrated 
Park Management Model, Sustainable Tourism Cooperative Research Centre, Queensland. 

Jacob, GR & Schreyer, R 1980, 'Conflict in outdoor recreation: A theoretical perspective', Journal of Leisure 
Research, vol. 12, pp. 368–78. 

Jeong, S & Santos, CA 2004, 'Cultural Politics and Contested Place Identity', Annals of Tourism Research, vol. 31, 
no. 3, 2004/7 pp. 640–56. 

Johnson, A 1994, 'The Biophilia Hypothesis.' Bioscience, vol. 44, no. 5,1994/05// p. 363. 
Johnson, CY 1998, 'A consideration of collective memory in African American attachment to wildland recreation 

places', Research in Human ecology, vol. 5, no. 1. 
Johnstone, B 1990, Stories, community, and place: Narratives from middle America, Indiana Press, Bloomington 

IN. 
Jorgensen, BS & Stedman, RC 2005, 'A comparative analysis of predictors of sense of place dimensions: 

Attachment to, dependence on, and identification with lakeshore properties', Journal of Environmental 
Management, vol. In Press, Corrected Proof. 

Kagan, R 2004, Rebuilding attachments with traumatized children: healing from losses, violence, abuse, and 
neglect, Haworth Press, New York. 

Kaltenborn, B 1997, 'Nature of Place Attachment: A study among recreation homeowners in Southern Norway.' 
Leisure Sciences, vol. 19, pp. 175–89. 

Kaltenborn, BP & Bjerke, T 2002, 'Associations between Landscape Preferences and Place Attachment: a study in 
Røros, Southern Norway.' Landscape Research, vol. 27, no. 4, 2002/10// pp. 381–96. 

Kaltenborn, BP & Williams, DR 2002, 'The meaning of place: attachments to Femundsmarka National Park, 
Norway, among tourists and locals.' Norwegian Journal of Geography, vol. 56, no. 3, 2002/09// pp. 189–98. 

Kasarda, JD & Janowitz, M 1974, 'Community Attachment in Mass Society', American Sociological Review, vol. 
39, pp. 328–39. 

Kerns, KA & Richardson, RA 2005, Attachment in middle childhood, Guilford Press, New York. 
Kidd, MJ 2002, 'The Sacred wound: a legal and spiritual study of the Tasmanian Aborigines with implications for 

Australia of today', University of Western Sydney. 
Kim, J & Kaplan, R 2004, 'Physical and Psychological Factors in Sense of Community', Environment and 

Behavior, vol. 36, no. 3, p. 313. 
Knez, I 2005, 'Attachment and identity as related to a place and its perceived climate', Journal of Environmental 

Psychology, vol. 25, no. 2, 2005/6 pp. 207–18. 
Korpela, K & Hartig, T 1996, 'Restorative Qualities of Favourite Places', Journal of Environmental Psychology, 

vol. 16, no. 3,1996/9 pp. 221–33. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 

 33

Korpela, KM, Hartig, T, Kaiser, FG & Fuhrer, U 2001, 'Restorative Experience and Self-Regulation in Favorite 
Places.' Environment and Behavior, vol. 33, no. 4, 2001/07// p. 572. 

Kuller, R 2004, An Emotional Model of Human-Environment Interaction, International Association for People-
Environment Studies 18 Conference Proceedings, 2004. 

Kyle, G, Graefe, A & Manning, R 2004a, 'Attached Recreationists... Who Are They?' Journal of Park and 
Recreation Administration, vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 65–84. 

Kyle, G, Graefe, A, Manning, R & Bacon, J 2003, 'An Examination of the Relationship between Leisure Activity 
Involvement and Place Attachment among Hikers Along the Appalachian Trail.' Journal of Leisure Research, 
vol. 35, no. 3, 2003///3rd Quarter pp. 249–73. 

---- 2004a, 'Effect of Activity Involvement and Place Attachment on Recreationists' Perceptions of Setting Density.' 
Journal of Leisure Research, vol. 36, no. 2, 2004///2nd Quarter pp. 209–31. 

---- 2004b, 'Effects of place attachment on users' perceptions of social and environmental conditions in a natural 
setting', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 24, no. 2,2004/6 pp. 213–25. 

Kyle, G, Graefe, AR & Manning, R 2004b, 'Spatial Variation in Level and Type of Place Attachment', paper 
presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, N.Y. 

Kyle, GT, Mowen, AJ & Tarrant, M 2004, 'Linking place preferences with place meaning: An examination of the 
relationship between place motivation and place attachment', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 24, 
no. 4, 2004/12 pp. 439–54. 

Lee, CC 2001, 'Predicting Tourist Attachment to Destinations', Annals of Tourism Research, vol. 28, no. 1,2001/1 
pp. 229–32. 

Lee, CC, Backman, K & Backman, S 1997, 'Understanding Antecedents of Repeat Visitation and Tourists' Loyalty 
to a Resort Destination', paper presented to Travel and Tourism Research Association Annual Conference, 
Boulder, CO: TTRA. 

Lee, S-A 1982, 'The Value of the Local Area', in G J.R & J Burgess (eds), Valued Environments, George Allen and 
Unwin, London. 

Lewicka, M 2005, 'Ways to make people active: The role of place attachment, cultural capital, and neighborhood 
ties', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 25, no. 4,pp. 381–95. 

Lima, ML & Castro, P 2005, 'Cultural theory meets the community: Worldviews and local issues', Journal of 
Environmental Psychology, vol. In Press, Corrected Proof. 

Lovelock, J 1979, Gaia: A new look at life on earth, Oxford University Press, Oxford UK. 
Low, SM, Altman, I & (eds) 1992, Place Attachment, Plenum Press, New York. 
Mace, BL, Bell, PA & Loomis, RJ 2004, 'Visibility and natural quiet in national parks and wilderness areas: 

Psychological consideration', Environment and Behavior, vol. 36, no. 1, p. 5. 
Marcus, C 1992, 'Environmental Memories', in I Altman & SM Low (eds), Place Attachment., Plenum Press, New 

York, p. 314. 
Markwell, K, Stevenson, D & Rowe, D 2004, 'Footsteps and memories: interpreting an Australian urban landscape 

through thematic walking tours.' International Journal of Heritage Studies, vol. 10, no. 5, 2004/12// pp. 457–
73. 

Marles, K & Faulkner, B 2001, 'Attachment to place, community and memories in the context of repeat visitation', 
paper presented to Council of Australian Universities Tourism and Hospitality Education (CAUTHE) 2001, 
Canberra, Australia. 

Marles, K & Watkins, M 2003, 'Place Attachment in Tourism', paper presented to Council of Australian 
Universities Tourism and Hospitality Education (CAUTHE) 2003, Canberra, Australia. 

Mazumdar, S & Mazumdar, S 1993, 'Sacred space and place attachment', Journal of Environmental Psychology, 
vol. 13, no. 3,1993/9 pp. 231–42. 

---- 2004, 'Religion and place attachment: A study of sacred places', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 24, 
no. 3,2004/9 pp. 385–97. 

Mazumdar, S, Mazumdar, S, Docuyanan, F & McLaughlan, CM 2000, 'Creating a sense of place: The Vietnamese-
Americans and Little Saigon', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 20, no. 4, 2000/12 pp. 319–33. 

Mc Cool, SF & Martin, SR 1994, 'Community Attachment and Attitudes towards Tourist Development', Journal of 
Travel Research, vol. 32, no. 3, pp. 29–34. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 
 

 34 

McCabe, S & Stokoe, EH 2004, 'Place and Identity in Tourists' Accounts', Annals of Tourism Research, vol. 31, no. 
3,2004/7 pp. 601–22. 

McCool, SF & Moisey, RN 2001, Tourism, Recreation and Sustainability. Linking Culture and the Environment, 
CABI Publishing, NY. 

Measham, TG 2004, 'Learning and change in rural regions: understanding influences on sense of place.' The 
Australian National University. 

Mebratu, D 1998, 'Sustainability and Sustainable Development: Historical and Conceptual Review', Environmental 
Impact Assessment Review, vol. 18, pp. 493–520. 

Metzner, R 1999, 'The Place and the Story: Bioregionalism and Ecopsychology', in Green Psychology; 
Transforming Our Relationship to Earth, Inner Traditions Internation. 

Min, B & Lee, J 2006, 'Children's neighborhood place as a psychological and behavioral domain', Journal of 
Environmental Psychology, vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 51–71. 

Mitchell, MY, Force, JE, Carroll, MS & McLaughlan, WJ 1993, 'Forest Places of the Heart: Incorporating Special 
Spaces into Public Management.' Journal of Forestry, vol. 91, no. 4, pp. 32–7. 

Moore, RL & Graefe, AR 1994, 'Attachment to recreational settings: The case of rail trail users', Leisure Science, 
vol. 16, pp. 17–31. 

Morris, W 1979, 'Art under Plutocracy', in AL Morton (ed.), Political Writings of William Morris, International 
Publishers, New York (original work published 1883). 

Mowen, AJ & Graefe, AR 1999, 'Relationships between place attachment, activity involvement, desired 
experiences and frequency of urban park use', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research 
Symposium, Bolton Landing, New York. 

Mowen, AJ, Graefe, AR & Virden, RJ 1997, 'A Typology of Place Attachment and Activity Involvement', paper 
presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, New York. 

Mura, M 2004, Discourse and Social Representations of Tourism, International Association for People-
Environment Studies 18 Conference Proceedings, viewed July 2004,  
<http://iaps.scix.net/cgi-bin/works/Show?IAPS_18_2004_355>. 

Naess, A 1972, 'The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement ...' paper presented to Third World 
Future Research Conference, Bucharest. 

---- 1973, 'The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement. published in Inquiry', Inquiry, vol. 16. 
Ng, CF 1998, 'Canada as a new place: the immigrant's experience', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 18, 

no. 1, 1998/3 pp. 55–67. 
Ouellette, P, Kaplan, R & Kaplan, S 2005, 'The monastery as a restorative environment', Journal of Environmental 

Psychology, vol. 25, no. 2, 2005/6 pp. 175–88. 
Paasi, A 2003, Region and place: regional identity in question. 4, Arnold Publishers, 2003/08//, 03091325, Article, 

<http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=10253597>. 
Parsons, R & Daniel, TC 2002, 'Good looking: in defense of scenic landscape aesthetics', Landscape and Urban 

Planning, vol. 60, no. 1,2002/6/15 pp. 43–56. 
Payton, MA, Fulton, DC & Anderson, DH 2005, 'Influence of Place Attachment and Trust on Civic Action: A 

Study at Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge.' Society & Natural Resources, vol. 18, no. 6, 2005/07// pp. 511–
28. 

Ploner, J 1995, 'Tourism and the Aesthetization of Backwardness—New Symbolic Orders of Regional Identity in 
Alpine Austria: The case of the Hohe Tauern National Park', paper presented to Regional Studies Association 
International Conference, University of Aalborg, Denmark. 

Ponzetti, JJ 2003, 'Growing old in rural communities: A visual methodology for studying place attachment', Journal 
of Rural Community Psychology, vol. E6, no. 1, Spring 2003. 

Porteous, JD & Smith, S 2001, Domicide: The global destruction of home, McGill-Queen's University Press, 
Montreal. 

Possick, C 2004, 'Locating and relocating oneself as a Jewish Settler on the West Bank: Ideological squatting and 
eviction', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 24, no. 1, 2004/3 pp. 53–69. 

Presley, J 2003, 'In Praise of Special Places.' Parks & Recreation, vol. 38, no. 7, 2003/07// p. 22. 

http://iaps.scix.net/cgi-bin/works/Show?IAPS_18_2004_355>�
http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=10253597>�


THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 

 35

Pretty, GH, Chipuer, HM & Bramston, P 2003, 'Sense of place amongst adolescents and adults in two rural 
Australian towns: The discriminating features of place attachment, sense of community and place dependence 
in relation to place identity', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 23, no. 3,2003/9 pp. 273–87. 

Pritchard, A & Morgan, N 2003, 'Mythic Geographies of Representation and Identity: Contemporary Postcards of 
Wales', Tourism and Cultural Change, vol. 1, no. 2. 

Proshansky, HM 1978, 'The city and self-identity', Environment and Behavior, vol. 10, no. 2, 1978/6 pp. 147–69. 
Proshansky, HM, Fabian, AK & Kaminoff, R 1983, 'Place Identity Physical, social world socialisation of the self', 

Environment Psychology, vol. 3, pp. 57–83. 
Pruneau, D, Chouinard, O, Arsenault, C & Breau, N 1999, 'An Intergenerational Education Project Aiming at the 

Improvement of People’s Relationship with their Environment', International Research in Geographical and 
Environmental Education, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 26–39. 

Relph, EC 1976, Place and placelessness, Research in planning and design; 1. Pion, London. 
Riley, RB 1992, 'Attachment to the Ordinary Landscape', in I Altman & SM Low (eds), Place Attachment., Plenum 

Press, New York, p. 314. 
Rolfe, SA 2004, Rethinking attachment for early childhood practice: promoting security, autonomy and resilience 

in young children, Allen & Unwin, Crows Nest, N.S.W. 
Roszak, T 1992, The Voice of the Earth, Simon & Schuster, New York. 
Rousseau, J-J 1755, A Discourse on Inequality., 1984 edn, Penguin, London. 
Russell, KC & Harris, C 2001, 'Dimensions of Community Autonomy in Timber Towns in the Inland North-West', 

Society & Natural Resources, vol. 14, no. 1,pp. 21–38. 
Ryan, RL 2005, 'Exploring the effects of environmental experience on attachment to urban natural areas', 

Environment and Behavior, vol. 37, no. 1,2005/01// pp. 3–42. 
Sarroub, L 2005, All American Yemeni Girls: Being Muslim in a Public School University of Pennsylvania Press, 

Philadelphia. 
Schroeder, HW 2004, 'The way the world should be: order, cleanness, and serenity in the experience of special 

places', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, N.Y. 
Seed, J 1994, 'Eco, Phyche, Logos: Knowing that the Earth is Home to our Soul', paper presented to The Eco-

psychology Symposium, Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia. 
Sharpe, EK & Ewert, AW 1999, 'Interferences in place attachment: implications for wilderness', paper presented to 

Wilderness Science in a Time of Change Conference. v 3, Wilderness as a place for scientific inquiry, 
Missoula, Montana. 

Shire of Melton 2006, Business and Investment, viewed 6th November 2006, <http://www.melton.vic.gov.au>. 
Shumaker, SA & Taylor, RB 1983, 'Towards a clarification of people-place relationships: a model of attachment to 

place', in NR Feimer & ES Geller (eds), Environmental Psychology: Directions and Perspectives, Praeger, 
New York. 

Singer, P 1975, Animal Liberation, Avon Books, New York. 
Smaldone, D, Harris, CC, Sanyal, N & Lind, D 2005, 'Place Attachment and Management of Critical Park Issues in 

Grand Teton National Park', Journal of Park and Recreation Administration, vol. 23, no. 1,pp. 90–114. 
Snyder, R, Williams, D., & Peterson, G. 2003, 'Culture loss and sense of place in resource valuation: Economics, 

anthropology, and indigenous cultures.' in S Jentoft, H Minde & R Nilsen (eds), Indigenous peoples: Resource 
management and global rights, Eburon, Delft, The Netherlands, pp. 107–23. 

Sobel, D 1996, Beyond Ecophobia.  Reclaiming the Heart in Nature Education, Orion Society, Barrington: MA. 
Speller, G 2000, Place attachment in the context of today's society, International Association of People 

Environment Studies IAPS 16 Conference Proceedings on CD-Rom 4–7 July, viewed 29 July 2005. 
Stedman, RC 2002, 'Toward a social psychology of place: predicting behavior from place-based cognitions, 

attitude, and identity.' Environment and Behavior, vol. 34, no. 5, p. 561 (21). 
---- 2003, 'Is It Really Just a Social Construction?: The Contribution of the Physical Environment to Sense of Place.' 

Society & Natural Resources, vol. 16, no. 8,September 2003 p. 671. 
Steele, F 1981, The Sense of Place, CBI Publishing, Boston, MA. 
Stokols, D & Shumaker, SA 1981, 'People in Places: A transactional view of settings', in J Harvey (ed.), Cognition, 

Social Behavior, and the Environment, Erlbaum, Hillsdale, NJ, pp. 441–88. 

http://www.melton.vic.gov.au>/�


THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 
 

 36 

Stokowski, P 2002, 'Languages of place and discourses of power: Constructing new senses of place', Journal of 
Leisure Research, vol. 34, no. 4. 

Stringer, IA & McAvoy, IH 1992, 'The need for something different: Spirituality and the wilderness adventure', The 
Journal of Experiential Education, vol. 15, no. 1, pp. 13–21. 

Strong, M 1972, Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Stockholm, Sweden. 
Svensson, B 1998, 'The Nature of Cultural Heritage Sites', Ethnologia Europaea, vol. 28, no. 1,pp. 5–16. 
Tanner, T 1980, 'Significant Life Experiences: A new research area in environmental education', Journal of 

Environmental Education, vol. 11, no. 4,pp. 20–4. 
Taylor, B & Zimmerman, M 2005, Deep Ecology, The Encyclopedia of Religion and Nature, London: Continuum. 
Thayer, RL 2003, Life Place: bioregional thought and practice, University of California press, Berkeley, Calif. 
Thomashow, M 1995, Ecological Identity: Becoming a Reflective Environmentalist, MIT Press, Cambridge M.S. 
Trauer, B & Ryan, C 2005, 'Destination image, romance and place experience—an application of intimacy theory 

in tourism', Tourism Management, vol. 26, no. 4,2005/8 pp. 481–91. 
Tuan, YF 1974, Topophilia: A study of environmental perception, attitudes, and values, Prentice Hall, New Jersey. 
---- 1977, Space and Place, Minnesota Press, Minneapolis. 
Tuohino, A & Pitka¨nen, K 2004, 'The Transformation of a Neutral Lake Landscape into a Meaningful 

Experience—Interpreting Tourist Photos', Journal of Tourism and Cultural Exchange, vol. 2, no. 2. 
Twigger-Ross, CL & Uzzell, DL 1996, 'Place and Identity Processes', Journal of Environmental Psychology, vol. 

16, no. 3,1996/9 pp. 205–20. 
Uriely, N, Israeli, A & Reichel, A 2003, 'Religious identity and residents attitude towards heritage tourism 

development: The case of Nazareth', Journal of Hospitality & Tourism Research, vol. 27, no. 1,pp. 69–84. 
Van Ecke, Y 2005, 'Immigration from an attachment perspective', Social Behavior & Personality: An International 

Journal, vol. 33, no. 5,2005/// pp. 467–76. 
Vaske, JJ & Kobrin, KC 2001, 'Place Attachment and Environmentally Responsible Behavior.' Journal of 

Environmental Education, vol. 32, no. 4,2001/Summer p. 16. 
Wall, D 1994, Green History: A reader in environmental literature, philosophy and politics, Routledge, London 

and New York. 
Warzecha, CA, Lime, DW & Thompson, JL 1999, 'Visitors' relationship to the resource: comparing place 

attachment in wildland and developed settings', paper presented to Wilderness Science in a Time of Change 
Conference. V 4. Wilderness visitors, experiences and visitor management., Missoula, Montana, . 

Waterton, E 2005, 'Whose Sense of Place? Reconciling Archaeological Perspectives with Community Values: 
Cultural Landscapes in England.' International Journal of Heritage Studies, vol. 11, no. 4,2005/09// pp. 309–
25. 

Watson, AE 2000, 'Wilderness use in the year 2000: Societal changes that influence human relationships with 
wilderness', paper presented to Wilderness Science in a Time of Change Conference, Missoula, Montana. 

Webb, NB 2004, Mass trauma and violence: helping families and children cope, Social work practice with children 
and families., Guilford Press, New York. 

Weil, S 1952, The Need for Roots, G.P Putnam's Sons, New York. 
White, NR & White, PB 2004, 'Travel as transition:  Identity and Place', Annals of Tourism Research, vol. 31, no. 

1,2004/1 pp. 200–18. 
Wickham, TD & Graefe, AR 2001, 'Attachments to Places and Activities: The Relationship of Psychological 

Constructs to Customer Satisfaction Attributes', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation Research 
Symposium, Bolton Landing N.Y. 

Wickham, TD & Kerstetter, DL 1999, 'The relationships between place attachment and First Night participants 
views of crowding, overall satisfaction and future attendance', paper presented to North-Eastern Recreation 
Research Symposium, Bolton Landing, New York. 

---- 2000, 'The relationships between place attachment and crowding in an event setting', Event Management, vol. 6, 
167–174. 

Williams, D 2002, 'Leisure identities, globalisation, and the politics of place', Journal of Leisure Research, vol. 34, 
no. 4. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 

 37

Williams, D, Anderson, BS, McDonald, CD & Patterson, ME 1995, 'Measuring Place Attachment: More 
Preliminary Results', paper presented to 1995 Symposium on Leisure Research, San Antonio TX. 

Williams, D & Patterson, ME 1999, 'Environmental Psychology: Mapping Landscape Meanings for Ecosystem 
Management.' in IK Cordell & J Bergstrom (eds), Integrating Social Sciences and Ecosystem Management, 
Sagamore Press, Champaign , IL, pp. 141–60. 

Williams, D, Patterson, ME, Roggenbuck, JW & Watson, AE 1992, 'Beyond the Commodity Metaphor: Examining 
Emotional and Symbolic Attachment to Place', Leisure Science, vol. 14, pp. 29–46. 

Williams, D & Roggenbuck, JW 1989, 'Measuring Place Attachment: Some Preliminary Results', paper presented 
to Symposium on Leisure Research, Alexandria VA. 

Williams, D & Stewart, SI 1998, 'Sense of Place: An elusive concept that is finding a home in ecosystem 
management', Journal of Forestry, vol. 96, no. 5,pp. 18–23. 

Williams, D & Vaske, JJ 2002, The Measurement of Place Attachment: Validity and Generalizability of a 
Psychometric Approach, US Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station, 
USA. 

Wilson, EO 1984, Biophilia: The Human Bond with Other Species, Harvard University Press, Cambridge. MA. 
Windsor, JE & McVey, JA 2005, 'Annihilation of both place and sense of place: the experience of the Cheslatta 

T'En Canadian First Nation within the context of large-scale environmental projects', Geographical Journal, 
vol. 171, no. 2,pp. 146–65. 

Zajonc, RB 2001, 'Mere exposure: A gateway to the subliminal', Current Directions in Psychological Science, vol. 
10, no. 6,pp. 224–8. 

Zimmerman, ME 1998, 'Deep Ecology, Ecoactivism and Human Evolution', ReVision, vol. 18, no. 2, Summer. 
Zwick, RR & Solan, D 2001, 'Community attachment and resource harvesting in rural Denmark', paper presented to 

North-Eastern Recreation Research Symposium., Bolton Landing, New York. 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF PLACE ATTACHMENT IN PARKS 
 
 

 38 

AUTHORS 

Judi Inglis 
Judi Inglis is a Ph.D. Scholar at Victoria University. From a diverse background in hospitality, tourism 
operations and managing her own tour business, Judi joined the university environment in 1996, to develop and 
support local and international students in work placements in Australia and overseas. A keen interest in global 
environmental practices within parks and protected areas led to her working on projects with Parks Victoria and 
the CRC for Sustainable Tourism. Her research interest of sustainable practices concerning people and the 
natural environment is the topic area of her thesis.   
Email: judi.inglis@research.vu.edu.au  

 
Associate Professor Margaret Deery  
Margaret Deery is experienced in tourism research project management. She is the Principal Research Fellow 
with Sustainable Tourism CRC and is based at Victoria University. Prior to this, she was the Director of the 
Centre for Hospitality and Tourism Research and has lectured in tourism management issues, having completed 
her PhD in the area of employee turnover in the tourism industry. Her areas of research are tourism human 
resource management, volunteers, event business, event management, VICs and the social impacts of tourism. 
Email: marg.deery@vu.edu.au 

 
Paul Whitelaw 
Paul A Whitelaw is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Hospitality Tourism and Marketing at Victoria University 
and is a research associate with the Centre for Hospitality and Tourism. He has published works in Cornell Hotel 
and Restaurant Administration Quarterly, Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management, Journal of 
Hospitality and Leisure Marketing, Travel and Tourism Research, Journal of Tourism Studies, Journal of Travel 
and Tourism Marketing and Journal of Marketing Education. His current research interests relate to managers’ 
career progression, academic pedagogy and curriculum development and the application of digital technologies 
in teaching.  
Email: paul.whitelaw@vu.edu.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:judi.inglis@research.vu.edu.au�
mailto:marg.deery@vu.edu.au�
mailto:paul.whitelaw@vu.edu.au�


Chairman: Stephen Gregg
Chief Executive: Ian Kean
Director of Research: Prof. David Simmons

CRC For Sustainable Tourism Pty Ltd
Gold Coast Campus Griffith University  
Queensland  4222  Australia    ABN 53 077 407 286

Telephone: +61 7 5552 8172   Facsimile: +61 7 5552 8171
Website: www.crctourism.com.au
Bookshop: www.crctourism.com.au/bookshop
Email: info@crctourism.com.au

I N D U S T R Y  P A R T N E R S U N I V E R S I T Y  P A R T N E R S C O M M E R C I A L I S A T I O N

EC3, a wholly-owned commercialisation company, takes 
the outcomes from the relevant STCRC research; develops 
them for market; and delivers them to industry as products 
and services. EC3 delivers significant benefits to the STCRC 
through the provision of a wide range of business services 
both nationally and internationally.

K E Y E C 3 P R O D U C T S

COMMERCIALISE

RESEARCH
AND

DEVELOPMENT

EDUCATION
AND

TRAINING

UTILISE

COLLABORATION

CO
M

M
U

N
I C A T I O N

I N
N

O
V

A
TI

ON

 

 

• Travel and tourism industry
• Academic researchers
• Government policy makers

• New products, services and technologies
• Uptake of research finding by business, 
  government and academe
• Improved business productivity
• Industry-ready post-graduate students
• Public good benefits for tourism destinations

TOURISM NT 
NORTHERN TERRITORY
AUSTRALIA



The Sustainable Tourism Cooperative Research Centre 

(STCRC) is established under the Australian Government’s 

Cooperative Research Centres Program. STCRC is the 

world’s leading scientific institution delivering research to 

support the sustainability of travel and tourism – one of 

the world’s largest and fastest growing industries.

Introduction 

The STCRC has grown to be the largest, dedicated tourism 

research organisation in the world, with $187 million 

invested in tourism research programs, commercialisation 

and education since 1997.

The STCRC was established in July 2003 under the 

Commonwealth Government’s CRC program and is an 

extension of the previous Tourism CRC, which operated 

from 1997 to 2003.

Role and responsibilities 

The Commonwealth CRC program aims to turn research 

outcomes into successful new products, services and 

technologies. This enables Australian industries to be more 

efficient, productive and competitive.

The program emphasises collaboration between businesses 

and researchers to maximise the benefits of research 

through utilisation, commercialisation and technology 

transfer.  

An education component focuses on producing graduates 

with skills relevant to industry needs.

STCRC’s objectives are to enhance:

•	 the contribution of long-term scientific  

and technological research and innovation  

to Australia’s sustainable economic and social 

development;

•	 the	transfer	of	research	outputs	into	outcomes	of	

economic, environmental or social benefit to Australia;

•	 the	value	of	graduate	researchers	to	Australia;

•	 collaboration	among	researchers,	between	researchers	

and industry or other users; and efficiency in the use of 

intellectual and other research outcomes.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




