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Founded in 1975, Inkaterra has grown into a scientific research and biodiversity 
conservation company operating five hotels in the Sanctuary of Machu Picchu and the 
Madre de Dios area of the Amazon rainforest. With the establishment of The Inkaterra 
Association (ITA), focused solely on biodiversity research, they continue to demonstrate their 
leadership in the conservation of Peru’s old growth rainforest, while also providing a 100% 
carbon neutral hotel stay for every guest.  Their science and conservation center in the 
Amazon, Casa ITA, provides a dedicated facility to house researchers, students and 
volunteers and they have expanded their conservation stewardship to include protecting 
38,800 acres of rainforest in the Amazon basin and 25 acres of rare cloud forest within the 
Machu Picchu Historical Sanctuary.    
 
Funding for their active and extensive biodiversity conservation endeavors comes through 
the company’s hotels, guest contributions, and from the sustainable tourism activities 
created for hotel guests such as the Inkaterra Canopy Walk and the Anaconda Walk, as well 
as two organic farms.  The proceeds from these activities benefit ITA, as well as providing 
locally-sourced goods for the hotels that generate local employment and income, in addition 
to being environmentally friendly.  Inkaterra hotels also practice environmentally-friendly 
operations, including state-of-the-art irrigation systems utilizing rain and grey water, and 
active projects to source local, recyclable, reusable products and supplies such as hotel 
amenities, teas, honey, environmentally friendly sunscreen and insect repellant. 
 
Inkaterra’s projects include, among others: sequestering 3,140,000 tons of carbon dioxide 
within the rainforest in the Inkaterra Ecological Reserve (monitored with the University of 
Leeds (UK) since 1989); a Rescue Centre for endangered Spectacled Bears, and the 
restoration of 12 acres of native cloud forest at Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel, 
leading to the return of hundreds of bird, butterfly, and native orchid species, as well as 
ferns, bromeliads, and medicinal plants. Truly a global business model for biodiversity and 
natural habitat conservation, Inkaterra uses self-supported, sustainable tourism to facilitate 
the increased understanding and protection of the Andes and the Amazon of Peru, home to 
84 out of the world’s 104 different ecological life zones. 
 
 
	  


